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World

Iran’s nuclear program: Iran and

European nations reached a prelimi-

nary agreement about Iran’s nuclear

program at talks hoped to avoid a UN.

showdown, but all countries involved

still must approve it, Iran’s chief negotiator
said Sunday in Tehran.

If approved, the deal could be a major
breakthrough following months of threats
and negotiations and could spare Iran from
being referred to the U.N. Security Council,
where the United States has warned it
would seek economic sanctions.

The preliminary agreement worked out
with Britain, France and Germany could be
finalized in the next few days, chief Iranian
negotiator  Hossein ~ Mousavian _ told
state-run Iranian television from Paris,
where talks wrapped up Saturday.

Meanwhile, lawmakers in Iran’s conserva-
tive-dominated parliament pushed for a bill
banning the production of nuclear weapons
in a gesture of building more international
trust.

Haitian violence: An armed group fired
on a police station in northwestern Haiti on
Saturday, prompting officers to flee while
prisoners escaped and more than 100 peo-
ple started a flurry of looting, officials said.

No one was reported killed in the clash in
Gonaives, the country’s third-largest city,
which left the station empty after looters
broke into the building and carried away fur-
niture and other items, police spokeswoman
Gessy Coicou said.

The attack happened several hours after a
suspected gang member was arrested for at-
tacking and looting humanitarian aid
trucks, said Capt. Mamie Ward, spokeswom-
an for the 5,000-strong U.N. peacekeeping
mission in Haiti.

Shipments of food for victims of recent
floods that wiped out much of Gonaives are
commonly attacked by young men armed
with guns and stones.

India missile test: India on Sunday tested
a nuclear-capable ship-launched missile off
its eastern coast, an official said.

The Dhanush missile, capable of carrying
both conventional and nuclear warheads,
was launched from an Indian navy ship in
the Bay of Bengal, the official said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Pakistan, which also routinely carries out
missile tests, declined comment on the test
but said it was against an arms race.

“Dhanush,” which means “bow” in the
Hindi language, was tested from the ship
INS Subhadra some 20 miles away from In-
dia’s missile testing site at Chan-
dipur-on-Sea in the eastern state of Orissa.
The site is 750 miles southeast of New
Delhi.

With a strike range of 156 miles, the mis-
sile can carry a load of 1,100 pounds, the In-
dian official said.

French protester killed: A French
anti-nuclear protester was killed Sunday
in eastern France when his leg was sev-
ered by a train carrying radioactive waste
to Germany, a police official said.

The incident took place further down
the rails from where two other anti-nucle-
ar protesters had earlier chained them-
selves to the tracks near the town of
Nancy, France, briefly delaying the train,
rail officials said.

Paramedics quickly cared for the pro-
tester after the incident near the town of
Avricourt, but his leg was severed and he
died en route to a nearby hospital, the po-
lice official said on condition of anonymity.
The official said at least one other protest-
er had been injured.

Anniversary remembrance: Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force personnel stand at
attention Sunday during inspection marking
the 50th anniversary of the founding of
Japan Self-Defense Forces at Asaka Base,
north of Tokyo.

At least 4,500 people demonstrated Sat-
urday at the radioactive waste way station
in Gorleben, part of regular protests over
concerns that the nuclear material is un-
safe.

Serbia war crimes: The foreign minister
of Serbia-Montenegro on Sunday accused
Serbia’s government of protecting suspects
wanted by the U.N. war crimes court.

Vuk Draskovic blasted the Serbian leader-
ship for a “political and spiritual return of
Serbia to the era of (former president) Slo-
bodan Milosevic.”

Milosevic’s war campaigns in the 1990s
led to war crimes charges against him and
dozens of other Serbs. After losing power,
Milosevic was handed over to the U.N. court
in 2001, as were several other suspects, but
another 15 remain at large.

Western powers have warned Serbia to
extradite the fugitives — notably Bosnian
Serb wartime general Ratko Mladic — or
face sanctions. The republic’s leadership in-
sists that Mladic’s whereabouts are un-
known, while the other fugitives should be
tried before a domestic, not the internation-
al court.

Kashmir border fence: A fence that India
is building along its disputed Kashmir fron-
tier with Pakistan has already prevented
many suspected Islamic rebels from crossing
intoits portion of the Himalayan region, an In-
dian Cabinet minister said Sunday.

Home Minister Shivraj Patil, on his first
visit to the region since the Congress-led gov-
ernment came to power in May, didn’t give
any figures for the drop in incursions, and he
even added that they were still going on.

The electrical barbed-wire fence, designed
to stop Islamic fighters infiltrating from Paki-
stan, will cover 360 miles of the 465-mile
boundary once completed later this year.

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
said on Friday that his government’s commit-
ment to resolving the Kashmir dispute de-
pended on whether Pakistan stops suspected

Islamic insurgents from using its territory to
launch attacks against India.

States

$10 million spaceship prize: The design-
ers of the first privately manned rocket to
burst into space were handed a $10 million
check Saturday, a prize designed to encour-
age technology that will open the heavens to
tourists.

SpaceShipOne designer Burt Rutan ac-
cepted the Ansari X Prize money along with
a 150-pound trophy as a chase plane flew
over the ceremony in a field adjacent to the
St. Louis Science Center.

The rocket plane, financed with more
than $20 million from Microsoft billionaire
Paul Allen, qualified for the prize by blast-
ing into space twice in five days last month.

The X Prize, offered to the first team to
get into space twice in a 14-day span, will
now evolve into a regular competition called
the X Prize Cup.

Florida hurricane victims: Nearly three
months after Hurricane Charley devastated
parts of southwestern Florida, hundreds of
people displaced by the storm still have not
received temporary housing.

About 650 people have been placed in
travel trailers or mobile homes in Charlotte
County, one of the hardest-hit counties, but
about 500 more units are needed, said Den-
nis Kizziah, manager for the Port Charlotte
field office of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

Ben Davis, a FEMA strike team leader,
said officials are still going door to door to as-
sess the need in Charlotte County. Many of
those displaced are staying with family and
friends, renting apartments or staying at mo-
tels.

Serial killer to face victims’ families: A
former nurse who admitted killing 17 pa-
tients at hospitals in two states must attend
a sentencing hearing where he will face the
families of six of his alleged victims, a judge
ruled.

Judge William H. Platt said he would not
accept Charles Cullen’s waiver of his right
to appear at his sentencing after he is ex-
pected to plead guilty Nov. 17 to killing six
people in Lehigh County, Pa.

Cullen, 44, is charged with six counts of
homicide and three counts of attempted ho-
micide in Lehigh County. He faces a life
prison sentence.

Cullen’s attorney, public defender
Johnnie Mask, said he was not happy with
Platt’s decision but would not oppose it.

Besides the six in Lehigh County, Cullen
has pleaded guilty to using lethal doses of
medication to kill 17 mostly elderly patients
at hospitals in New Jersey and Pennsylva-
nia.

War on terrorism

No Iraq plans for German military: U.S.
Ambassador Daniel Coats sought to allay
fears that President Bush’s election might
signal a new effort to obtain military sup-
port from Germany in Iraq, saying in re-
marks released Sunday that the administra-
tion knows the country is against sending
troops.

“The U.S. administration has accepted
that Germany will not be sending any sol-
diers to Iraq in the foreseeable future,”
Coats said in remarks released in German
tobe published Monday in the Handelsblatt
newspaper. “We hope for other means of
Suppo!

Ties belween Berlin and Washington
were strained by Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder’s opposition to last years
U.S-led war in Iraq.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Iraq declares 60-day state of emergenc

U.S. troops isolate Fallujah

ahead of expected offensive ﬂ

BY TINI TRAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Irag — The gov-
ernment declared a 60-day state
of emergency throughout most of
the country Sunday, as U.S. and
Iraqi forces prepared for an ex-
pected all-out assault on rebels in
Fallujah. Insurgents escalated a
wave of violence that has killed
more than 50 people the past two
days.

After the declaration, the U.S.
command said American soldiers
had “isolated Fallujah” and all
traffic in and out of the city had
been halted. The statement said
U.S. forces were “finishing final
preparanons for an assault on Fal-
lujah.”

Heavy explosions were heard
in Baghdad as government spokes-
man Thair Hassan al-Nageeb an-
nounced the state of emergency
over the entire country except
Kurdish areas in the north.

“It is going to be a curfew. It is
going to be so many things, but to-
morrow the prime minister will
mention it,” he said. Interim
Prime Minister Ayad Allawi will
give more details Monday, he
said.

Al-Nageeb declined to say
whether the announcement sig-
naled an imminent attack on the
insurgent stronghold Fallujah,
saymg, “We have seen the situa-
tion is worsening in this area.
Any obstacle will be removed.”

After sundown Sunday, Fallu-
jah residents reported heavy ex-
changes of fire were under way
between U.S. troops and insur-
gents near the Jolan neighbor-
hood in the northern edge of the

city.

Allawi, who called a meeting
Sunday with his defense minister,
interior minister and provincial
police commanders, said the state
of emergency is a “very powerful
message that we are serious”
aboul reining in insurgents be-

people can participate in the elec-
tions freely, without the intimida-
tion by terrorists and by forces
who are trying to wreck the politi-
cal process in Iraq,” he told re-
porters.

Allawi, a secular-minded Shiite
Muslim, faces strong pressure
from within the minority Sunni
community against an all-out as-
sault. “I urge the brother prime
minister to reconsider the issue
of storming Fallujah and to give
another chance for dialogue,”
Hatim Jassim, a member of the
Iragi National Council, told
Al-Jazeera television.

Mohammed Ali Bilal, a Fallu-
jah negotiator, urged the Arab
League, the United Nations and
the Organization of Islamic Con-
ferences to “find a peaceful solu-
tion for this problem.”

The emergency decree was is-
sued as insurgents carried out a
second day of assaults in central
Iraq, attacking police stations,
gunning down government offi-
cials and setting off bombs.

Three attacks on U.S. convoys

w

in and around Baghdad killed Heat waves swirl around an Iraqi police vehicle after an attack by insurgents using a rocket-propelled gre-
nade on Haifa Street in Baghdad on Sunday. At least one police officer was injured in a similar attack on

two American soldiers and
wounded five others Sunday, the
military said. Residents reported
grenades setting police cars
aflame on Haifa Street in the
heart of the city.

A car bomb also exploded near
the Baghdad home of Irag’s fi-
nance ‘minister, Adil
Abdel-Mahdi, a leading Shiite pol-
itician, the Interior Ministry said.

Reda Jawad Taqqi, a spokes-
man for a major Shilte political

party, said that neither
Abdel-Mahdi nor any of his fami-
ly were in his house at the time.
“They are all safe, thank God, the
minister and his family,” Taqai
told the Associated Press.

The US. military said the
bomb killed one Iraqi bystander
and wounded another. A U.S. pa-
trol came under small-arms fire
asit responded, wounding one sol-

tions set for late Ji

“We want elections to take
place. We want to secure the
country so elections can be done
in a peaceful way and the Iragi

dier, a .

The wave of violence sweeping
the troubled Sunni Triangle
north and west of Baghdad, may
be aimed at relieving pressure on

another vehicle nearby.

Fallujah, where about 10,000
American troops are massing for
amajor assault if Allawi gives the
green light.

Early Sunday, Marines fired a
barrage of artillery at rebel posi-
tions inside Fallujah and clashed
with insurgents carrying AK-47s,
killing at least 16. Two U.S. sol-
diers were wounded at midnight
ata checkpoint near Fallujah, the
U.S. military said.

On Sunday, Lt. Gen. John F.
Sattler, commanding general of
the 1st Marine Expeditionary
Force, gave a rousing pep talk be-
fore 2,000 to 3,000 Marines at a
base near Fallqjah.

“You can feel the energy. You
can feel the chemistry. You're
going to give that to the [raqi forc-
es as they join that fight. God
bless you, each and everyone.
You know what your mission is.
Go out there and get it done,” he
said.

tary civilians.

W No new deaths reported.

W Army Spc.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Saturday, at least 1,127 members of the U.S. military have
died since the beginning of the Irag war in March 2003, according
to an Associated Press count. At least 865 died as a result of hostile
action, the Defense Department said. The figures include three mili-

‘The AP count is two higher than the Defense Department’s tally,
last updated Friday at 10 a.m. EST.

‘The British mllnary has reported 73 deaths; Italy, 19; Poland, 13;
Spain, 11; Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia, three; Esmma
Thailand and the NeLherlands two each; and Denmark, El Salva-
dor, Hungary and Latvia have reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush declared that major com-
bat operations in ].raq had ended, 989 U.S. military members have
died, according to AP’s count. That includes at least 756 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, according to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the military:

The latest identifications reported by the Defense Department:
Cody L. Wentz, 21, Williston, N.D.; died Thursday
‘when an explosive detonated near his vehicle; assigned to the Na-
tional Guard 141st Engineer Battalion, Williston, N.D.

Thousands of surface-to-air missiles missing, U.S. says

BY DANA PRIEST
AND BRADLEY GRAHAM
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON —  Several
thousand shoulder-fired missiles

— the kind that could be used to
shoot down aircraft — are miss-
ing in Iraq, and their disappear-
ance has prompted U.S. military
and intelligence analysts to in-
crease sharply their estimate of
the number of such weapons that
may be at large, administration
officials said Saturday.

Some U.S. analysts figure that
as many as 4,000 surface-to-air
missiles once under the control of

Saddam Hussein’s government
remain unaccounted for. That
would raise the number of such
missiles outside government
hands worldwide to about 6,000.

But a senior defense official
said yesterday that military intel-
ligence analysts are having diffi-
culty estimating just how many
of the portable missiles may have
vanished and how many of those
may be in working order and
therefore a threat to U.S. and
other aircraft.

“We don’t have a good esti-
mate,” the official said. “Some
have put forward some figures,
but there is none that the Defense

Intelligence Agency has confi-
lence in.”

Another official said govern-
‘ment analysts could not say with
any certainty whether the miss-
ing weapons remain in Iraq or
have been smuggled outside the
country. “There is no evidence
that they have left the country,”
he said.

Still, other government offi-
cials said the threat that the Iraqi
missiles could be used to target
military or civilian aircraft re-
mains a very real one. Concern
about the Iraqi missiles was
raised during a conference on avi-
ation threats last week at the

DIA’s Missile and Space Intelli-
gence Center in Huntsville, Ala.
The new estimates, based on anal-
ysis done by the DIA and with the
proliferation section of the CIA,
were first reported Saturday by
the New York Times.

The U.S.-led invasion forces
did not secure all weapons depots
in Iraq, and hundreds of thou-
sands of tons of munitions were
looted. U.S. officials fear that the
shoulder-launched missiles were
among the items carried off by
groups willing to sell them on the
black market to terrorist organi-
zations.

Western intelligence officials

have repeatedly warned of
al-Qaida’s desire to acquire the
missiles for use against Ameri-
can and other airliners. The weap-
ons are easy to hide and cost rela-
tively litle — from less than
$1,000 to $100,000 each.

US. officials have said thou-
sands of antiaircraft missiles,
most of them SA-7s, were looted
from Iraqi army stockpiles and
remain unaccounted for. The
U.S. military initiated a buyback
program for surface-to-air mis-
siles in August 2003, paying as
much as $500 apiece. Although
hundreds were acquired, mili-
tary officials have said that thou-
sands remain in circulation.
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[raqi television
airs confessions
of foreign rebels

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s govern-
ment television station broadcast
confessions of what it said were
Arab and foreign terrorists who
infiltrated the country’s porous
borders to fight against U.S.-led
coalition forces.

he confessions, aired several
times over the weekend, were
publicized as U.S. and Iraqi forc-
es amassed around Fallujah for
an_anticipated showdown with
ﬁghlers in the insurgent strong-

old.

I.raq) officials say the fight
there is against foreign fighters
and “terrorists,” and not the peo-
ple of Fallujah.

The station, Iragiya, showed 19
Arab males aged 20 to 40, dressed
in blue jumpsuits and lined up
against a wall while the camera
panned their pale, bearded faces.

An announcer read a statement
accusing the prisoners “of carry-
ing out mass Killings, sabotage, in-
citing sectarianism and racism,
destroying the economic and the
social infrastructure of our peo-
ple to take us back to the Dark

The 19 included five Syrians,
five Saudis, four Jordanians, two
Egyptians, two Iranians and one
Palestinian. Most were said to
have entered the country in Octo-
ber 2003, during the Islamic holy
month of Ramadan.

Only two of them, however,
said they came to join the insur-
gency in Iraq. One said he was
from the same town in Jordan as
Iraq’s most feared terrorist mas-
termind, Abu Musab Al-Zargawi.

Saleh Said al-Rahmani, of
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, said he
crossed the Saudi border to Iraq
in Ramadan last year to follow
“the call,” — a term that general-
ly means to carry the message of
Islam.

A young Palestinian, Tayseer
Hassan Halabi, said he entered
Iraq from Syria where he lived
temporarily. “I came to Iraq
when the war started to join the
fighters,” he said. Halabi said he
made contacts with insurgents
only after arriving in Iraq.

Iragiya said the 19 were among
167 people arrested recently by
Iraqi police and who are now
under interrogation.
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Soldiers with the 14th Cavalry, 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division prepare backpacks on the ramp of their
Stryker before a rush of children comes to collect them.

14th Cavalry delivers backpacks

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

During a routine mission Saturday in northwest-
ern Iraq, soldiers with the 14th Cavalry, 1st Brigade,
25th Infantry Division popped into a remote school
and handed out 150 backpacks and toothbrushes.

The visit was a spur-of-the-moment stop for the
Stryker Brigade Combat Team members aimed at
helping a school that troops haven't visited in a year,
said Maj. Brian Grady, with Company B of the 448th

Civil Affairs Battalion.

Soldiers piled up backpacks filled with school sup-
plies and warnings about unexploded ordnance on

the ramps of two Strykers while soldiers and transla-
tors asked the school principal to let the children out
of class to have at them.

After the mad rush for supplies and plenty of
young smiles, the Strykers closed up and headed
back to their mission along the Syrian border.

E-mail Juliana Gittler at:
gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil

does.

Engineer Support Variant
Strykers, with a front
sweeping apparatus, plow
along roadsides and find
explosives before a convoy

The South African-
developed Buffalo, called
“Al Jamoose” in Arabic, can
pick up and examine
explosives. It's built to
withstand a massive
explosion and is a new tool
in the Army’s anti-bomb

PHOTOS BY JULIANNA GITTLER

arsenal.

Stars and Stripes

Stryker Brlgade Combat Team makes a clean sweep

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE MAREZ, Irag — Before
the convoys roll out, members of
the 73rd Engineer Company of
the 1st Brigade (Stryker Brigade
Combat Team), 25th Infantry Di-
vision make sure they have a
smooth passage.

The company’s soldiers sweep
the roadsides for bombs and help
dig out anything they find. In the
three weeks they’ve been in Iraq,

ey've uncovered a number of
bombs and tank rounds burrowed
into roadside dirt.

The engineers have two basic
missions: They reinforce the
camp to protect it from the daily
barrage of mortars, and they
make sure the convoys can move
safely.

The latter involves nerves of
steel and help from a few new
toys in the Army’s anti-bomb arse-
nal: a Stryker modified to sweep
for explosives and a mine-clear-
ing device created in South Africa

uffalo, a hulking mass
of metal with a long arm capable
of digging out explosives.

Days ago, engineers doing a
Stryker sweep came across a
mound of dirt on a convoy route.

The Buffalo, called Al Jamoose
in Arabic, was summoned to in-
vestigate.

“It looked like a dump truck
had dropped down some dirt,”
said Staff Sgt. Daniel Morak, sec-
tion sergeant with the mobility
support platoon. “It wasn't there
before so we checked it out.”

The Buffalo team dug around
and, using cameras attached to
the mechanical arm, picked up
and examined the contents —
three 125 mm tank rounds.

Someone was trying to mess up
a convoy, said Capt. Kevin Goling-
horst, company commander.

Morak and Sgt. Jason Harris,
the two Buffalo operators, investi-
gate anything suspicious, such as
garbage, dead animals and
mounds of dirt. If they find any-
thing, the cameras allow a safe,
closer look, where they check for
wires or anything out of the ordi-

nary.

“Anything that's out there that
looks suspicious,” Morak said.
“We've used the arm quite a bit.”

The Buffalo works in tandem
with a Stryker designed with a de-
vice in front to sweep over and
detonate explosives. The two vehi-
cles precede nearly every con-

voy. In the three weeks they've
been in the country, the engineer
Strykers have taken out explo-
sives three times.

Before the current company ar-
rived, a bomb blew up under a
modified Stryker belonging to the
unit they replaced, destroying
three of the eight tires. The vehi-
cle rolled home on its remaining
wheels and the soldiers inside
were unharmed. The modified
Strykers “are doing what they
were designed to do,” Goling-
horst said. “The soldiers were
[back] out that afternoon.”

E-mail Juliana Gittler at:
gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil
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The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A US. Army
supply unit whose members re-
fused a dangerous fuel delivery
mission last month has now fit-
ted its vehicles with armor to
protect against attack, the mili-
tary said Saturday.

Eighteen soldiers from the
343rd Quartermaster Company,
a Reserve unit based in Rock
Hill, S.C., refused to drive a fuel
convoy last month from Tallil air
base near Nasiriyah to Taji
north of Baghdad, insisting their
vehicles were not properly outfit-

ted and the fuel was contaminat-
ed.

The mission later was carried
out by other troops in the unit,
which has at least 120 soldiers,
the military said. Their com-
mander was later relieved, but
senior officers denied the fuel
was contaminated.

In a statement Saturday, the
military said the unit was still
carrying out inspection, mainte-
nance and training, and had re-
sumed limited operations.

“Speclﬁca]ly, they are support-
ing convoy missions by provid-
ing gun truck escorts and crews

Vehicles now armored for
unit that refused mission

as well as serving as vehicle com-
manders and crew members in
the vehicles of sister units,” the
statement said. “The 343rd ex-
pects to resume fuel delivery
missions, with their own vehi-
cles, in the near future.”

The statement said all the
unit’s M931 Tractors and S-ton
gun trucks have been fitted with
fabricated armor. In addition, all
Humvees have factory add-on
armor, the statement said.

The command declined com-
ment on possible punishment for
soldiers who refused the supply
mission because the investiga-
tion was ongoing.

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, right, meets Sunday with Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk al-Sharaa in
Cairo, Egypt. Talks focused on the Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Iraq.

Syrian government pledges
tighter control of Iraqi border

BY SALAH NASRAWI
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — With preparations under way
of

support behind the Iraqi interim government’s ef-
forts toward stability at a global conference sched-
uled Nov. 22-23 in the Egyptian Red Sea resort of
Sharm el-Sheik. China, the United Nations, the Arab
League, the Organization of Islamic C and

for U.S. Marines to storm Fallujah, a
foreign and Iraqi insurgents, Syria pledged Sunday
it will do all it can to stop infiltration through its bor-
der with Iraq.

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk al-Sharaa said
during ashort visit to Cairo to discuss the deteriorat-
ing situation in Iraq that a conference to be held in
Egypt later this month will help stabilize Syria’s
war-torn neighbor.

“We are with Iraq’s security and with halting this
cross-border infiltration into Iraq,” al-Sharaa told re-
porters after his meeting with President Hosni
Mubarak.

Iraq’s interim government and the United States
have been pushing Iraq’s neighbors, especially
Syria, to secure their borders to prevent foreign
fighters from neighboring Arab states and else-
where to enter Iraq and attack coalition forces.

Middle East states and the powerful Group of
Eight industrial nations are expected to throw their

the European Union also will participate.

Al-Sharaa said Iraq’s interior minister, Falah
Nagib, was due in Damascus soon to sign an agree-
ment on cooperating to control the porous border.

Iraqi authorities have closed a border crossing
point with Syria, and U.S. troops have sealed the
main_highway into Fallujah, Iraq, where about
10,000 U.S. troops are massing for a major assault.

An estimated 1,200 hardcore insurgents are be-
lieved to be operating in Fallujah — at least half of
them Iragis. They are bolstered by cells believed to
have up to 2,000 fighters in the surrounding towns
and countryside.

On other issues, al-Sharaa said he and Mubarak
discussed the situation in the Palestinian territories
in view of Yasser Arafat’s grave illness. He called on
rival Palestinian factions to pull together.

“National unity is the key to achieving Palestinian
rights and national consensus is essential to regain-
ing the occupied territories,” al-Sharaa said.
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150 Army reservists
to help augment SETAF
mission to Afghanistan

Some to stay in Vicenza, some to deploy

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

VICENZA, Italy — About 150
Army reservists in Europe will be
mobilized in a few weeks to sup-
port the Southern European Task
Force (Airborne) mission to Af-
ghanistan.

Some members of the SETAF
Augmentation Unit, 330th Rear
Operations Center and the 7th
Army Reserve Command’s head-
quarters will be sent to Southwest
Asia. Others will stay behind and
take roles in rear detachments.

Brig. Gen. Richard M. Tabor,
the 7th ARCOM commander, said
the mobilization might last for up
to two years. He said it would be
the second time some are called
up in as many years, following a
brief stint to sup-
port operations

erlands. She talked with pride
about getting out tons of gear for
1st Armored Division troops.
“There’s
mixed feel-

_“Sure

sense of
duty to your
country and
knowing
what you do
is  impor-
tant.”
Pedraza, who finished a
10-year active-duty stint in 2002,
had just applied for a civilian job
when she heard the news. But
she’s got no complaints.
“I love the uni-
form,” she said. “T

Mason

in Iraq. &k There’s mixed  raised my hand. It
Such call-ups o was my duty to do
are becoming sec- feelings. Sure this.”
ond nature in the . Both ill
unit Tabor said. L' MESS MY probably notbe de-
acty whar ey family. But - Heved i ffehant
were getting into there’s the hasn’t been deter-
when they be- mined yet.

came members

sense of duty

“SETAF hasn’t

of  th given us a definite
ARCOM,”  he to your idea on who's
said in a tele- . » going and staying,
phone interview. countr Y and but we have a pret-

“It’s not a matter
of if, but when,
they’re going to
be mobilized.”
That date is
Nov. 23 for sol-
diers such as
Maj. Sana Mason
and Sgt. 1st Class
Lara  Pedraza.
Both are mem-
bers of the
SETAF  Augmentation ~ Unit,
based in Vicenza. But both live in
Germany and don’t hold full-time

Masons husband retired from
active-duty
service and
holds a civil-
ian job with
the military.
He'll be
watching
over their
9-year-old
daughter. Pe-
draza’s ac-
tive-duty hus-
Pedraza band is
based in Ho-
henfels, Germany.

He'll just have to take care of a
few fish.

“He’s responsible,” Pedraza
said with a smile. “I'm not wor-
ried.”

Mason said she’s known the
move would happen for a while.

“When I read in the paper that
SETAF was going to go, I knew it
right away,” she said. During the
last mobilization, she was sent to
the port of Rotterdam in the Neth-

knowing what
you do
is important. ¥y

Sgt. 1st Class
Lara Pedraza
Vicenza SETAF

Augmentation Unit

ty good idea,” said
Master Sgt. Mark
Saddler, who will
be the SETAF re-
serve unit’s rear
detachment NCO.

Most of those
going to Afghani-
stan are currently
training with their
active-duty coun-

terparts in
Grafenwohr, Germany.

The deployment is likely to
start in late winter or early
spring.

‘The 330th, based in Kaiserslaut-
ern, Germany, and elements of
the 7th ARCOM headquarters
will join SETAF — leading the
mission — and a number of other
active-duty units from Germany
and the States.

Col. Wesley Forystek, the
SETAF Augmentation command-
er, said in a phone interview that
his troops bring a variety of spe-
cialized skills when they activate.
Most spent time in the ac-
tive-duty forces and currently
hold civilian jobs.

Those assigned to the SETAF
unit live in a handful of countries
around Europe, with a few from
the States. Forystek said the re-
servists were blending well with
their active-duty counterparts in
“team-building across the entire
staff.”

“Theyre du standing tall and
Tooking goo
E-mail Kent Har
harrisk@mail.est
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Guardsman loses Iraq

But case against stop-loss program continues

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — A National
Guard soldier ordered to duty in Iraq is
challenging the military’s stop-loss pro-
gram and asking a judge to block the mili-
tary from involuntarily extending his enlist-
ment.

The program has been criticized as a
back-door draft by some lawmakers, in-
cluding Democrat Sen. John Kerry, who
lost in Tuesday’s presidential elections to
George W. Bush.

U.S. District Judge Frank Damrell Jr. re-
fused to grant an injunction stopping the
soldier’s transfer to Iraq later this month
because his California National Guard en-
listment does not expire until May. Howev-
er, if the soldier prevails in his challenge,
he can be returned home by court order,
the judge said Friday.

The stop-loss program extends enlist-
ment during war or national emergencies.
1t could keep tens of thousands of person-
nel in the military beyond their expected
time of service.

The Army National Guardsman, identi-
fied only as John Doe to prevent harass-
ment or reprisal against him or his family,

argues that the policy doesn’t apply to the
National Guard.

His lawyers said the provision can legal-
ly be used only when Congress declares
war, and not in Iraq.

“He’s being deprived of his liberty
under an order he charged as unlawful,” at-
torney Joshua Sondheimer said Saturday.

Justice Department attorney Matthew
Lepore defended the policy, saying it was
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deployment challenge

Vet sues Army for being called back

The Associated Press

HONOLULU — A veteran of the first
Persian Gulf War is suing the Army after
it ordered himto report for dty 13 years
after he

duty had not been finalized at this time”
and that he has been given an administra-
tive delay for up to 30 days, said his attor-
ney, Eric Seitz.

M.\yasalo, his wife, Estelle, and their

active duty and eight years after he eft
the reserves.

Kauai resident David ]Vhyasato re-
ceived word of his reactivation in Septem-
ber, but he says he believes he completed

order signed by Bush three days after the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

The Sacramento-based soldier is an
eight-year veteran with combat experi-
ence who is married with two children.
Court papers said the soldier’s family faces
financial hardship because of his extended
absence from his civilian job.

He signed up under a National Guard
program for veterans that offers military
education and family medical benefits for
a one-year trial. Before that term expired,
he was called up for an 18-month tour that
will extend his enlistment by nearly a year.

Last week, the Army agreed to honor-
ably discharge Capt. Jay Ferriola, who was
told to go to Iraq even though he had noti-
fied the Army he was resigning.

hxs ight-y ion to the Army long

“I ‘was shocked,” Miyasato said Friday.
“I never expected to see something like
that after being out of the service for 13
years.”

His federal lawsuit, filed Friday in Ho-
nolulu, seeks a judgment declaring that
he has fulfilled his military obligations.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Harry Yee said
his office would defend the Army. He de-
clined to comment further. An Army
spokewoman at the Pentagon declined to
comment to the Honolulu Star-Bulletin.

Miyasato, 34, was scheduled to report
to a military facnhty in South Carolina on
Tuesday.

‘Within hours of filing the lawsuit, how-
ever, Miyasato received a faxed letter
from the Army’s Human Resources Com-
mand saying his “exemption from active

th-old daughter Abigail, live in
Llhue, where he opened an auto-tinting
shop two years

His lawsuit states that Miyasato is
suing not because he opposes the war in
Traq, but because his business and family
would suffer “serious and irreparable

” if he is required to serve.

Miyasato enlisted in the Army in 1987
and served in Iraq and Kuwait during the
first Persian Gulf War as a petroleum sup-
ply specialist and truck driver.

Miyasato said he received an honor-
able discharge from active duty in 1991,
then served in the reserves until 1996 to
fulfill his eight-year enlistment commit-
ment.

The Army announced last year that it
would involuntarily activate an estimated
5,600 soldiers to serve in Iraq, Afghani-
stan and elsewhere. Army officials would
be tapping members of the Individual
Ready Reserve — military members who
have been discharged from the Army,
Army Reserve or the Army National
Guard but still have conLractual obliga-
tions to the military.

Troops ease tension with ‘Ben-Hur’ chariot race

Marines slated for Fallujah assault

participate in pre-attack diversion

BY EDWARD HARRIS
The Associated Press

NEAR FALLUJAH, Irag —
For U.S. Marines awaiting orders
to attack Irag’s rebel-held Fallu-
jah, the bags are packed, trucks
are loaded and letters have been
sent home, leaving one final,
pre-assault diversion: the “Ben-

Blowing off steam, hundreds of
Marines took their cue from the
1959 Charlton Heston classic and
gathered Saturday at a base near
Fallujah for a slapstick chariot
race featuring cobbled-together
carts and confiscated Iraqi horses.

“These men are about to face
the greatest personal and profes-
sional tests of their lifetimes,”
said Lt. Col. Willy Buhl, com-
mander of 3rd Battalion, 1st Ma-

rines.

“We wanted to lighten things
up, take the tension off what
we're about to do,” said the
42-year-old commander from Los
Gatos, Calif., who dreamed up the
“First Annual ‘Ben-Hur’ Memori-
al Chariot Race.”

The Marine charioteers, wear-
ing togas over their body armor,
waved baseball bats done up as
spiked maces and jumped into
carts forged from cast-off vehicle
parts. The makeshift chariots
were pulled by Iragi horses com-
mandeered from looters in the

rea.
Some 10,000 U.S. troops have
encircled Fallujah, a city 40 miles
west of Baghdad, to attack Sunni
Muslim fighters there — if the
final go-ahead is given by Iraq’s
interim Prime Minister Ayad Al-

lawi.
uUs. Jjets

pounded Fallu-
jah early Satur-
day in the
air-
strikes in  six
months — in-
cluding  five
500-pound
bombs
dropped on in-
surgent  tar-
gets. Insur-
gents  struck
elsewhere  in
central  Iraq
with  suicide

Marines dressed as gladiators charge to their chariots
for the “Ben-Hur” race.

rockets, killing
more than 30

U.S. Marines of the 1st Di

AP photos

ision try to control a horse as they stage a chariot race reminiscent of the Charlton
Heston movie “Ben-Hur,” complete with confiscated Iraqi horses, at their base ouf

e Fallujah, Irag, on

Saturday. For Marines tapped to lead an expected attack on insurgent-held Fallujah the race was a welcome

pre-assault diversion.

people and wounding dozens, in-
cluding more than 20 Americans.

Fallujah is believed to be the
headquarters of militant groups,
including some responsible for
the wave of car bombings and be-
headings of foreign and Iraqi hos-
tages. By capturing the insurgent
sanctuary, U.S. and Iraqi govern-
ment forces hope to restore
enough order nationwide to en-
able the country to hold a general
election by the end of January.

On Saturday, Marines who en-
dure daily mortar and rocket fire
packed unneeded personal be-
longings into shipping crates,
loaded up their Humvees and
spoke of what they expected was
the last mail pickup for some
time.

Tension and anticipation ran

high among the young Marines
surrounding Fallujah, many of
‘whom have never tasted combat.

“We're ready to go. I'm just
ready to get this done. I want to
go and kill people, so we can go
home,” said Lance Cpl. Joseph
Bowman, 20, from North Zulch,
Texas. “Kill them and go home,
that’s all we can do now.”

But first, the Marines had a lit-
tle fun with the horses.

“Friends, Romans, Marines:
Lend me your ears for the rules,”
bellowed the master of ceremo-
nies — Capt. Jonathan Vaughn,
30, of Cleveland. “If all horses die
before the finish line, whichever
makes it the farthest, wins.”

Vaughn’s rule seemed prudent
since some of the horses didn’t

look in prime racing shape, al-
though none died. And the race
didn’t come off exactly as
planned — one steed turned on its
charioteer in the first race and
tried to bite the Marine — who
fended the horse off with a wood-
en trident, drawing loud cheers.

Instead of chariot-to-chariot
races, the Marines held timed
heats. Among the highlights for
the assembled Marines: When
the camp dog, Butch, limped onto
the racecourse and grazed on the
horses’ droppings.

A weapons team duo eventual-
ly prevailed in the final heat. The
horse ran straight over the finish
line, scattering Marine bystand-
ers and slamming snout-first into
sand-filled barriers. The horse
was unhurt.
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Bonded by stars

Chief petty officer shares love of
stargazing with teenage daughter

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Senior Chief
Petty Officer Chris Stein has his
head in the stars.

Stein has been an amateur as-
tronomer for more than two de-
cades, looking at galaxies, nebu-
lae, planets, moons and comets in
his spare time.

Stripes
NG Spotlight 4

Stein is an

- mateur
astronomer who has found that
his love for stargazing is shared
by his teenage daughter.
Job: Senior enlisted leader with
Navy Legal Service Office
Europe and Southwest Asia.
Stein has been in the Navy for
23 years.

Age:

: Wife, Sarah; daughter,

Hometown: Greenfield, Ind.

Stars and Stripes

“I took astronomy in high
school,” he said. “My high school
was fortunate enough to have a
planetarium. That's where the
bug bit me.”

Enlisting after graduation,
Stein has carried a variety of tele-
scopes with him over the past 23
years, including to his most re-
cent tour as the senior enlisted
leader of the Navy Legal Service
Office Europe and Southwest
Asia in Naples.

His current telescope — he jok-
ingly calls a “watermelon can-
non” —is a $5,300, 18-inch reflect-
ing telescope he bought last year.
When assembled, it stands about
9 feet tall.

“This is the purchase of a life-
time,” he said. “This thing is a
light bucket — it sucks up pho-

“The planets in this thing look
just like the pictures in a
text(book),” he said. “You can
see Saturn in an eyepiece and ..
you can see the rings within the
Tings, and the banding on Saturn
itself.

“Then, of course, seeing the
banding and festoons and the
whirlpools and the red spot on Ju-
piter with its five moons,” he
added.

Despite decades of stargazing,
Stein said he’ll never tire of the
hobby and never run out of things
to look at.

“You're always finding differ-
ent (things) in objects you've
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Senior Chief Petty Officer Chris Stein and his 14-year-old daughter, Erin, have bonded over their shared Iove

of stargazing. “I think there are not too many fathers and daughters doing things (together),” Erin sai
usually the mom and the daughter. I think i

seen many, many times and
that's the fun part of it,” he said.
“The real night sky, when you
look up there, is just filled with
stars.”

Since his arrival in Naples last
year, he’s been out stargazing
only a few times.

“I don’t get near the time to do
this that I want,” he said. “One,
T'm pretty busy; two, the sky here
in Italy during the summer
months is nasty, full of dust and
stuff blowing in from Africa.

“But the winter time, the atmo-
sphere settles down,” he said.
“There’s not as much heat in the
atmosphere, and by far the major-
ity of the neat stuff is up.”

“...security comes from

of all men is founded

upon the security of
the individual.”

. Hall

within...and the security
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’s kind of cool.”

This year, he said, he expects to
spend more nights and weekends
with his eye to the sky.

Even though astronomy means
spending a lot of time away from
home — or at least outside of the
home — it doesn’t mean time
away from his family.

The astronomy bug has also bit-
ten his 14-year-old daughter,
Erin.

“She was 6 years old in 96
when I got back into it (heavily),”
he said. “The first time we took
her out we were able to show her
something other than stars.

“One star looks like the next in
a telescope, more or less,” he
said. “But when you can go out
and see stars, and glob clusters
and galaxies ... that hooked her.
‘When she knows I'm bringing out
the ‘big gun,’ she says ‘Oh, I want
togo.’”

“I just think it’s cool,” said
Erin, a ninth-grader at Naples
High School. “I'love globula clus-
ters, they're big clusters of stars,
and I like nebulae.

“I think it makes me feel spe-
cial,” she said. “For all we know
we're just this one small area in
all of that (sky). There has to be
something else out there.

“Let’s just hupe they come in
peace,” aid.

For father and daughter, at

least, peace begins at home
through a special bond brought
by a shared love of astronomy.

“I think there are not too
many fathers and daughters
doing things (together),” she
said. “It’s usually the mom and
the daughter. I think it’s kind of
cool.”

The astronomy bug hasn’t bit-
ten mom Sarah, although at the
urging of husband and daughter
she can occasionally be coaxed to
the telescope.

Stein has tried to introduce oth-
ers into the hobby. He’s taken his
telescope to the base school’s ca-
reer day.

“I (also) hope to coordinate a
night or weekend (and go some-
where) close by and hook the
school into it,” he said. “Maybe
lhe parents and kids could come

If the children — or parents —
are star-struck themselves, Stein
said, getting into the hobby isn’t
as difficult or expensive as they
‘may think.

“The cheapest and probably
the most recommended way to
get into the hobby is .... to get your-
self a good set of binoculars,” he
said. “With binoculars you can ex-
plore whether or not this is some-
thing you really want to invest
more money and time into.”

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Stein sets up the $5,300, 18-inch reflecting telescope he bought last
year. When assembled, it stands about 9 feet tall. “This is the purchase
of a lifetime,” Stein said.
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eneral leads charge
against sexual assault

BY JOSH WHITE
The Washington Post

‘WASHINGTON — Sexual assaults by ser-
vicemembers against colleagues have dogged
the military recently because of increased re-
ports of such attacks in Kuwait, Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and a blistering Pentagon task
force report earlier this year that said the De-
fense Department wasn’t doing enough to
help victims or punish offenders.

The Defense Department has turned to an
experienced Air Force commander and educa-
tor to develop a global plan for combating the
crime.

Brig. Gen. K.C. McClain, commander of the
new Joint Task Force for Sexual Assault Pre-
vention and Response, is setting out to change
attitudes and educate hundreds of thousands
of people about the sensitive topic.

She envisions the most successful approach
as one that capitalizes on the military’s
“team” concept to train soldiers and officers
about what is and is not acceptable behavior.
“The military is a team. Successful teams are
based on people who rely on each other, who
can trust each other,” McClain said in a re-
cent interview at the Pentagon. “An assault on
one is an assault on the team.”

And who would want to weaken the team by
attacking a teammate? Who would want to
steal something from someone you have to
rely on in combat? It is this logic that she
thinks can break through.

“Our culture will allow us to make great
progress,” she said. “It’s a difficult subject to
discuss because it’s personal, because it’s sex-
ual, and we as a society don’t deal well with
that.”

McClain said the military could be a great
model for dealing with sexual assault if the
right policies are set up and followed.

According to the Pentagon, there were 901
cases of alleged assault throughout the De-
fense Department in 2002 and 1,012 in 2003,
numbers that high-ranking Pentagon officials
believe represent a fraction of the actual
cases because victims often are reluctant to
come forward.

The task force also found that the military is
failing to protect female soldiers and isn’t ade-
quately punishing offenders.

McClain said she is focused on bringing to-
gether what she called a “fragmented effort”
to deal with sexual assault across the military
services, one that has major gaps and is in
need of a single point of authority to provide

direction. McClain is now that single point of
authority.

“We have the opportunity to have a
far-reaching, long-lasting impact,” McClain
said. “There are a million people in the De-
partment of Defense, and we can put together
a program that will hopefully make these peo-
ple more safe and more secure.”

McClain is leading an eight-person team
that first came together recently, a team that
aims to improve prevention, ensure support
for victims and ensure offender accountabili-
ty.

McClain’s team will first work to provide a
militarywide definition of sexual assault, one
that she hopes will be clear, in plain English
and applicable under current military law.
She said there is confusion in the field over
what constitutes a sexual assault.

“You have to draw your boundaries very
clearly,” she said.

A recent conference of 150 people from all
military services recommended that the de-
partment look at five areas, the first of which
was coming up with a definition of sexual as-
sault. They also recommended working on
how to improve reporting, how to increase
transparency in response efforts while also
protecting servicemembers’ privacy, how to
improve the response capability and how to
treat foreign nationals who are involved in sex-
ual assault cases. An Oct. 6 summit with top
defense leaders gave a go-ahead to McClain’s
groups to work on those recommendations.

McClain opened her Arlington, Va., office
Oct. 12 and has begun organizing, doing strate-
gic planning and getting ready to develop the
groundwork for dealing with sexual assault
across the military.

“Society is grappling with it just as we are
grappling with it,” she said, expressing dis-
‘may that because sexual assault is so underre-
ported, it is affecting far more people than the
statistics show.

McClain said her focus will be on education
and training, areas she is experienced in. She
most recently was deputy director of opera-
tions for technical training at the Headquar-
ters Air Education and Training Command at
Randolph Air Force Base in Texas. She has
three previous commands, leading the 314th
Mission Support Group at Little Rock Air
Force Base; the 17th Training Wing at Good-
fellow Air Force Base in Texas; and the Air
Reserve Personnel Center in Denver.

A major part of the educational effort will
be to encourage people to come forward when
they’ve been attacked and to break down bar-
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Brig. Gen. K.C. McClain has developed a
global plan to combat sexual assaults in the
U.S. military.

Brig. Gen. K.C. McClain

Title: Commander, Joint Task Force for
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response.

Education: Bachelor’s degree in second-
ary education, Oklahoma State University;
master’s in public administration, Troy
State University; student, NATO Defense
College, Rome.

Family: Single; a son and two grand-
daughters.

Career highlights: Deputy director of op-
erations for technical training, headquar-
ters, Air Education and Training Com-
mand, Randolph Air Force Base, Texas;
commander, 314th Mission Support
Group, Little Rock Air Force Base; com-
mander, Air Reserve Personnel Center,
Denver; commander, 17th Training Wing,
Goodfellow Air Force Base, Texas; direc-
tor for manpower, personnel and support,
U.S. Pacific Command, Camp H.M. Smith,
Hawaii.

Pastimes: Yoga.

The Washington Post

Alleged
rape
victim
declared
AWOL

The Associated Press

CHERRY HILL, NJ. — A
lieutenant in the New Jersey Na-
tional Guard — sent home after
she was allegedly raped on a
Mississippi base — has been de-
clared absent without leave in
an attempt to force her to re-
turn to her old unit, her lawyer
charged.

Attorney  Frederick Klepp
said the Army has not respond-
ed to his proposal that the lieu-
tenant be allowed to report to a
New Jersey base to avoid prose-
cution. She would then begin
the process of leaving the
Guard, Klepp said.

The woman told The Orego-
nian newspaper she met the al-
leged attacker Aug. 8 at a bar at
Camp Shelby, where she was
stationed.

The man also is an officer in
the 278th Armored Cavalry Reg-
iment.

She refused an invitation to
his quarters and turned down
his request to go home with her,
she said. He persisted, she said,
and followed her home and
turned up in her room, where
he allegedly raped her.

She said the Army initially
did not want to grant her conva-
lescent leave. A base chaplain,
however, helped persuade au-
thorities to let her return to her

ew Jersey home. Klepp said
she has been in counseling.
do not trust any-

riers to reporting. McClain said sexual assault
investigations can often cause a stigma to vic-
tims, further isolating them and causing in-
creasing psychological damage.

McClain said her efforts could cause more
cases to be reported and investigated, but she
thinks the military is prepared to handle the
influx of cases.

“If you can prevent it, you don’t have to
worry about responding,” McClain said.
“That’s our goal, to prevent it from happen-
ing. ... The hardest part is getting them to un-
derstand and change some attitudes. It is an
educational effort just as it is in society.”

thmg ‘military at this point,” she
told the newspaper.

But she has since learned
that until she returns to her
unit, she can be prosecuted in
rm].ltary court for being AWOL.

Capt. Brett Carter in the
judge advocate general’s office
at Camp Shelby refused to com-
ment to The Oregonian, which
first reported the story Friday.
“She is being processed for
being AWOL” while the investi-
gation continues, he said.
“We're diligently workmg on it
as quickly as we can.”

Sniper competition teaches real-world techniques

BY ELLIOTT MINOR
The Associated Press

FORT BENNING, Ga. — Cpl. Eugenio
Mendoza, a young veteran of the Iraq war,
had to carry his buddy for 50 yards, scale
an 8-foot wall and crawl through a
water-logged tunnel at the 4th Internation-
al Sniper Competition, where the challeng-
es are designed to simulate combat scenari-
os in Afghanistan and Iraq.

“It’s good stuff we never thought about,”
said Mendoza, 27, a sniper with the Army’s
101st Airborne Division at Fort Campbell,
Ky. “We’re definitely going back and use
what we've learned in these events.”

Military snipers are skilled marksmen
‘who are trained to kill key enemy targets

— usually with one shot over distances that
would be considered impossible for regu-
lar soldiers armed with M-16 rifles.

Sponsored by the sniper school, the
five-day competition that ended Friday is
designed to test the marksmen’s ability to
fire at targets up to 800 meters away, to
stalk and conceal themselves, to fire from a
variety of positions after strenuous phyﬁxr
cal exertion and to quickly pick out a
lain holding hostages and then deliver a le-
thal shot.

The competitors included 18 Army and
Air Force teams from as far away as Alas-
ka and two teams from the Canadian
Army.

Staff Sgt. Larry Davis, sergeant in
charge of the competition, said the military
is putting more emphasis on snipers.

“The leaders realize that we're the eyes
and ears for them. A sniper team is like the
perfect smart bomb,” Davis said. “We're
out front and, based on a command deci-
sion, we can take out the threat. And we're
not flying a $30 million airplane.”

One of the new events added this year
was firing from a helicopter. It proved to
be a challenge for the shooters and the pi-
lots, organizers said.

“All these are based on scenarios that
are going on,” said Sgt. Ist Class Frank
Velez of the Army’s Sniper School at Fort
Benning. “This is not just about winning a
trophy. It's sharing the knowledge. The
end result is doing your job.”

Snipers work in two-person teams con-
sisting of the shooter, armed with a pistol

and an M-24 sniper rifle, and a spotter,
armed with a pistol and a M-14 or M-16
rifle. The M-24 sniper rifle with a telescop-
ic sight is a military version of the 7.62 mm
Remington 700 hunting rifle.

Mendoza’s partner, Cpl. Nicholas Rome-
ro, another Iraq war veteran from the
101st Airborne, said the competition was
challenging.

“I learned a lot from the other teams,”
said Romero, a Cocoa Beach, Fla., native.

Master Sgt. Cecil Lay, an Air Force snij
er training supervisor from Camp Robin-
son, Ark., said the Air Force has stepped
up its sniper training and now has two fe-
male snipers, a job traditionally reserved
for men.

“With all the stuff going on in the war,
the Air Force saw the need for the same
training as the Army,” Lay said.
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Tuskegee Airmen fete 60th anniversary

WWII black pilots mark creation of advanced combat training program at S.C. base

BY BRUCE SMITH
The Associated Press

CHARLESTON, S.C. — In the
era of Jim Crow — when the
Army brass didn’t think blacks
were capable of flying — a group
of minority pilots changed the
way the military looked at race.

The Tuskegee Airmen, their
ranks thinning as the World War
1I fighter pilots age, reunited Fri-
day for a breakfast in Columbia,
the first of several gatherings
planned for the weekend.

This year marks the 60th anni-
versary of the creation in 1944 of
the advanced combat training pro-
gram for the black airmen at a
small Army Air Force base in
Walterboro, S.C.

The program had started three
years earlier in Tuskegee, Ala. In
all, almost 1,000 pilots would be
trained, 450 deployed overseas
and 150 would lose their lives in
training or combat.

The pilots deployed to North Af-
rica and Europe flew support mis-
sions including strafing enemy
ammunition dumps, rail lines and
highways. Later, the airmen flew
escort for bombers.

Including ground support per-
sonnel, there were about 14,000
Tuskegee ~ Airmen,  said
85-year-old Hiram E. Little Sr., a
retired school teacher from Atlan-
ta.

To the military, the program at
first was simply “an experiment
to prove the Negro could not fly
and fight,” said Herbert Carter,
of Tuskegee, who went on to a
25-year career in the military.

“We were just determined that

Karl Miller, left, of Manning, S.C., thanks Tuskegee Airman Leroy Bowman for his service to the United
States at an air and groudn show in Camden, S.C., on Friday. This year marks the 60th anniversary of the
creation in 1944 of the Tuskegee Airmen advanced combat training program at a base in Walterboro, S.C.

all we wanted was an opportuni-
ty,” he says.

But even after the pilots of the
first squadron were trained, the
Army delayed deploying the unit
for months.

“No commander from Burma
to England wanted this all-black
squadron,” said Carter, 85. “They
said it would create problems.

“They were firmly convinced
no white personnel would take or-

ders from black officers. The

egro press and other organiza-
tions and sympathizers brought
pressure on the War Department
to do something about this unit.”

The airmen then proved they
could handle anything asked of
them.

None of the bombers escorted
by Tuskegee Airmen fighters
were lost during World War I1, al-
though 66 of the fighter pilots lost

their lives and 33 other fighter pi-
lots were shot down and taken
prisoner, Carter said.

At war’s end, the airmen re-
turned to a nation where little had
changed.

“We were not so naive as to
think America was going to
change that much,” he said.

“When we returned after V-E
Day things were as biased and
racist as they were before World

War IL”

It wasn’t until the late 1970s
that the airmen began to receive
recognition for what they had
done.

Now, through conventions and
meetings, the group wants to pass
its story to future generations.
People with an interest in the his-
tory and in getting young people
involved in aviation can join the
airmen.

“We’re trying to bring new peo-
ple in as we die there will be
someone to keep the Tuskegee
Airmen going for the future,” Lit-
tle said.

The reunion, which ran
through Sunday, will include a
breakfast, banquet and visits with
school children in Columbia. The
airmen will also appear at the Cel-
ebrate Freedom Festival air show
in Camden, S.C.

Looking back, Carter says he
feels sorry for those officers all
those years ago who could not see
beyond the color of a soldier’s
skin. He said he feels “pure pity
for the people who are so biased
and prejudiced in their ways that
they can’t accept a person on
their own individual merits.”

Little says the airmen helped
open doors for those who fol-
lowed.

“We are proud of the fact that
maybe the record those pilots
made overseas paved the way for
the young people of all races who
volunteer for military service,” he
said.

Admiral takes over helm of Northern Command
Keating vows to enhance national maritime security to prevent terror attack by sea

BY DAVID KELLY
Los Angeles Times

PETERSON AIR FORCE
BASE, Colo. — Reflecting grow-
ing fears that a major terror at-
tack could come by sea, a top U.S.
naval officer officially took over
the U.S. Northern Command Fri-
day, vowing to enhance maritime
security nationwide.

Adm. Timothy J. Keating, who
is replacing retiring Air Force
Gen. Ralph Eberhart, said terror-
ists think that America’s ports are
vulnerable.

“Ithasn’t received a lot of atten-
tion because of the way they
came at us on Sept. 11,” he told re-
porters. “It may not be our big-
gest vulnerability, but it might be
the way that terrorists think they
might best attack us.”

NORTHCOM was_established
two years ago to coordinate home-
land defense efforts alongside the
North American Aerospace De-
fense Command, or NORAD,
which patrols the skies daily with
along with Canadian forces.

Keating took control of both
commands in a solemn ceremony
here Friday, attended by hun-

dreds of military personnel and
dignitaries such as Deputy U.S.
Secretary of Defense Paul Wol-
fowitz and Chair-
man of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff
Gen.  Richard
Myers.

“The
cold-blooded
murder of 3,000
Americans and
citizens of many
other countries
Sept. 11 put us
once again in the
middle of a war
we didn’t go look-
ing for, a war
that came to us,”
Wolfowitz said.
“The defense of
our homeland de-
pends today on
the work of
Northern Command. This is a
long, hard fight. But make no mis-
take, it’s a fight we will win.”

The secretary said NORTH-
COM had been successful in keep-
ing the country safe during
events seen as potential terrorist

targets: two State of the Union ad-
dresses, two national political con-
ventions, the G-8 Summit in Geor-

&k We have a formidable, layered defense in
place that is active and
effective right now. That’s
not to say we won’t look
at it carefully and make
changes in the weeks and
months ahead. We want
to malee sure the
terrorists understand that
they can’t hurt us there.9¥

Adm. Timothy J. Keating
New head of U.S. Northern Command

gia and the funeral of Ronald Re-
agan, along with other events.
Eberhart, a former fighter pilot
who flew 300 combat missions in
Vietnam, was lauded as a warrior
and visionary. His work, Meyers
said, had lowered the risk of nu-

clear, biological or chemical at-
tack on America.

“Ed set the bar very high at
NORTHCOM,”
he said. “Under
his leadership,
our nation is
safer than it
once was.”

A few months
ago, Eberhart
warned that the
next terror at-
tack likely
would come by
sea because of
porous security
and the failure
to ascertain the
contents of the
thousands  of
containers that
flood into Amer-
ican ports daily.

In his fare-
well speech Friday, the general
warned against complacency.

“What is important today is a fu-
ture where we must not become
apathetic,” Eberhart said. “Every
time you are tempted to close
your eyes, see those twin towers

explode, see the scar on the Penta-
gon and that field in Pennsylva-

0

‘The choice of a naval command-
er to run an operation dominated
by Air Force officers reflects the
new reality of terrorism that can
come from air, land or sea.

Keating is a former Navy fight-
er pilot who made 1,200 landings
on aircraft carriers and flew com-
bat missions in Operation Desert
Storm.

He also commanded forces in
Bahrain, headed the U.S. Sth
Fleet and served as director of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

After the ceremony, Keating
said port security isn’t as loose as
some suggest.

“We have a formidable, lay-
ered defense in place that is ac-
tive and effective right now,” he
said. “That’s not to say we won'’t
look at it carefully and make
changes in the weeks and months
ahead. There is a lot more going
on right now than most of us
know, and that’s important. We
want to make sure the terrorists
understand that they can’t hurt us
there.”
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Mobs attack French targets in Ivory Coast

BY PARFAIT KOUASSI
The Associated Press

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast — Machete-wav-
ing mobs looted and burned in Ivory
Coast’s largest cities Sunday, laying siege
to a French military base and searching
house to house for French families after a
day of ground and air clashes between forc-
es of France and its former colony.

Ivory Coast — its tiny air force de-
stroyed and its airports taken by the
French in retaliation for a deadly airstrike
on a French peacekeeping position — reluc-
tantly said Sunday it was willing to cease
fire and that it was pulling back troops.

The move aims to restore a cease-fire
with rebels controlling the north that was
in place for more than a year until govern-
ment forces broke it on Thursday.

Still, the government took a defiant tone.
Ivory Coast will ask the Security Council
for action against France, presidential
spokesman Desire Tagro declared on state
TV, adding, “We are faced with aggression
by one country against another country. ...
France has come to attack us.”

France’s punishing military strikes
came in retaliation for the Ivory Coast air
force’s surprise bombing of a French
peacekeeping position on Saturday in the
north, held by rebels since civil war broke

out in the world’s top cocoa producer in
September 2002.

France has about 4,000 peacekeepers in
Ivory Coast and the United Nations 6,000,
trying to hold together a country vital to
the stability of the region.

Saturday’s airstrike killed nine French
troops and an American consultant work-
ing for an aid group.

About 250 French troop reinforcements
landed Sunday at Abidjan’s international
airport, which was taken by France late
Saturday after it destroyed what it said
was the entire Ivory Coast air force — five
helicopter gunships and the two Rus-
sian-made Sukhoi warplanes.

The French retaliation sparked a wave
of rioting by pro-government mobs in the
capital Yamoussoukro and the country’s
biggest city, Abidjan.

France battled to hold back the mobs,
dropping percussion grenades on mobs
massing at bridges, the international air-
port and the military base in Abidjan,
French military spokesman Henry Aus-
savy said.

Foreigners in general were under attack,
including hundreds of thousands of immi-
grants from neighboring Muslim countries.
Pauline Bax, Nafi Diouf and Daniel Balint-Kurti of
The Associated Press contributed to this report in
Yamoussoukro, Dakar, Senegal, and Abuja, Nigeria,
respectively.

Demands could ease
for hostages’ release

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Mili-
tants threatening to kill three kid-
napped U.N. workers said they
handed over a list Sunday of 26
prisoners, some of them possibly
being held by the United States at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, who
they would exchange for the for-
eign hostages.

A purported spokesman for the
Taliban splinter group claiming
to hold the trio also said it might
remove its other demands, which
include a U.N. withdrawal from
Afghanist

Talks with the militants could
resume on Tuesday.

Neither the United Nations nor
the government have confirmed
any contact with the kidnappers,
though Afghan officials insist
they are making progress toward
the hostages’ release.

Another spokesman for the

n.

Jaish-al Muslimeen, or Army of
Muslims, said it was represented
in the talks by two businessmen
acting as go-betweens.

Sadir Momin said the group
was “hopeful that the govern-
ment and the United Nations will
accept some of our demands. It is
likely that we may relax some of
our conditions.”

The kidnapping of Annetta

Flanigan of Northern Ireland, An-
gelito Nayan of the Philippines
and Shqipe Hebibi of Kosovo was
the first against foreigners in
Kabul since the fall of the Taliban
in 2001.
The militants released a video-
tape of the hostages, fueling con-
cern that they are copying the tac-
tics of insurgents in Iraq.

The group says Flanigan is ail-
ing under the strain of her captivi-
ty and that all three are suffering
from cold and a diet of little more
than cookies.

Macedonians vote on
self-rule for Albanians

The Associated Press

SKOPJE, Macedonia — Mace-
donia’s peace process was at a
crossroads Sunday as voters cast
ballots in a referendum on wheth-
er to grant local autonomy to the
country’s ethnic Albanians.

Voters were considering wheth-
er to annul a law that redrew dis-
tricts in the Balkan republic and
‘made the ethnic Albanians a domi-
nant force in 16 out of 84 districts
— effectively granting Albanians
alarge degree of self-rule.

The law was approved by par-
liament in August as part of a
Western-brokered peace deal
signed by the government and Al-
banian rebels three years ago.

But the measure has infuriated
Macedonian hard-liners, who
forced the referendum to try and
block the reform.

They argue that allowing
self-rule for the ethnic Albanians
who make up a quarter of
Macedonia’s 2 million people —
would lead to the country’s even-
tual breakup. The ethnic Alba-
nians mostly live in western parts

A woman casts her referendum
ballot Sunday in the village of
Vevcani, Macedonia.

of the country, near the border
with Albania.

Britain, France, neighboring Al-
bania, as well as Macedonian
Prime Minister Hari Kostov,
have urged voters to boycott the
referendum.

An official walks along a track Sunday as he inspects the wreckage of a derailed train near Newbury,

England. An off-duty police

r saw a car drive onto a train crossing and remain there as automatic

barriers came down. The train hit the car, killing six people, including the driver of the car.

Train hits car on crossing
in England; six people die

BY MICHAEL MCDONOUGH
The Associated Press

LONDON — Firefighters and
police on Sunday searched the
wreckage of a train crash that
killed six people and seriously in-
jured 11 others when a train
struck a car stopped on the
tracks at a crossing, 36 miles
west of London.

The locomotive struck the car
and derailed at about 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, killing the train driver,
the person in the car and four
train passengers, Thames Valley
Police said.

An off-duty police officer who
happened to be in the area saw
the car drive onto the crossing
and remain there as automatic
barriers blocking one lane on
each side of the tracks fell, said
Andy Trotter, Deputy Chief Con-
stable of the British Transport
Police.

The officer called for emergen-
cy services after seeing the train

hit the vehicle. Trotter gave no
details about why the car was be-
lieved to have stopped on the
crossing.

&k You could feel it
hit the car,
breaking hard.?y

David White
Train passenger

Emergency workers had freed
passengers trapped in the wreck-
age by 11:30 p.m. Saturday, said
the fire service.

But firefighters and police
with dogs searched the area
until first light to ensure there
were no other casualties lying
nearby, Trotter said.

Passenger David White, 48, de-
scribed the crash.

“You could feel it hit the car,
breaking hard,” he said. “We
knew something was happening

and the carriages plowed into
each other.” He said passengers
were plunged into complete
darkness with people “scream-
ing and shouting on the floor” as
tables fell on top of them.

It was the first major accident
on Britain’s rail network since
2002, when seven people died in
a crash at the suburban Potters
Bar station north of London.
That crash and five other big
train accidents killed 59 people
over five years from 1997. Sever-
al of the crashes were blamed on
poorly maintained tracks.

Thames Valley Police said at
least eight carriages on the ser-
vice from London Paddington to
Plymouth in southwest England
derailed and one was split in two
by the force of the impact.

The train was carrying about
300 passengers. Some 80 people
were treated at two hospitals for
injuries, although many had only
minor cuts and bruises, ambu-
lance and hospital officials said.
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Spokesman: Arafat still in intensive care

Israel completes plans for Palestinian leader’s burial

Moroccan-born Badrane Lachab places a
candle Sunday at the makeshift shrine for
ailing Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in
front of the Percy Military Teaching
hospital in Clamart, France, outside Paris.
Arafat is in intensive care at the hospital.

BY LARA SUKHTIAN
The Associated Press

CLAMART, France — A senior aide to
Yasser Arafat said early Sunday the ailing
Palestinian leader was not comatose but
still in intensive care, adding to the confu-
sion about his fragile health

“He is not in a coma,” Arafat’s spokes-
man, Nabil Abu Rdeneh, told reporters
after coming out of the French military hos-
pital where Arafat has been undergoing
treatment for more than a week.

He refused to say if he had seen Arafat
personally or to describe his condition fur-
ther, other than it was stable.

“Right now he is sleeping,” Abu Rdeneh
said shortly after midnight.

On Friday, Leila Shahid, the

It was unclear early Sunday whether
Arafat had emerged from a coma or had
never been in one — as other Palestinian of-
ficials have insisted.

‘Abu Rdeneh said Arafat had undergone
further medical tests and that results were
expected within days.

“He is still in the intensive care unit,”
Abu Rdeneh said.

Palestinian Prime Minister Ahmed Qure-
ia, in a bid to preserve calm, made a rare
visit to the Gaza Strip for talks with rival
Palestinian groups.

Qureia met for four hours with represen-
tatives of the 13 major Palestinian factions,
including Hamas and Islamic Jihad, as
well as security chiefs, lawmakers and offi-
cials of Arafat’s Fatah faction. Such a
broad gathering is extremely rare.

envoy to France, told French radio the
75-year-old Arafat was in a “reversible
coma” and “at a critical point between life
and death.”

On Saturday, hospital spokesman Gen.
Christian Estripeau described Arafat’s con-
dition as identical to a day earlier, when he
said there had been no change — for better
or worse. The hospital has refused to elabo-
rate, citing the family’s wishes.

He was by Parliament
Speaker Rauhi Fattouh, who would step in
as a caretaker president of the Palestinian
Authority when Arafat dies.

Arafat first fell ill nearly a month ago

symptoms of vomiting and diarrhea.
He was airlifted to France from his West
Bank compound in Ramallah a week ago
after briefly passing out. On Wednesday,
his condition deteriorated and he was
moved to an intensive care unit.

Meanwhile, Israel has completed prepa-
rations for the ailing Yasser Arafat to be
buried in the Gaza Strip, outlining plans to
allow West Bank Palestinians to cross
through Israel for the funeral and permit-
ting enemy Arab leaders to attend, securi-
ty officials said Sunday.

The decision, announced by Defense Min-
ister Shaul Mofaz in a Cabinet meeting, was
the latest development in the battle over
Arafat’s burial. With the Palestinian lead-
er’s condition increasingly dire, where to
bury him has become a sensitive issue.

Palestinian officials have said Arafat
wants to be buried in Jerusalem. Israel re-
jects that demand, citing security concerns
and fearing it would strengthen Palestin-
ian claims to the traditionally Arab sector
of the city as a future capital.

Israeli officials have suggested Gaza as
an alternative, but say they will consider
Palestinian wishes for burial elsewhere.
They said they have not been contacted by
the Palestinians.

lestinian Cabinet minister Cabinet
minister Saeb Erekat said it is inappropri-
ate to discuss the burial issue while Arafat
is alive. “I think it’s not for the Israelis to
decide and I would urge the Israelis to
show some sensitivity,” Erekat said.

Russians mark

Saudi opposition seeking

Revolution Day
with ceremonies

BY MARA D. BELLABY
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russians marked the anniversary of
the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution on Sunday with
‘marches, communist rallies and protests against a
parliamentary proposal to scrap what was once the
most sacred Soviet holiday.

Some pro-Kremlin lawmakers have proposed re-
placing the Nov. 7 holiday with a new holiday on
Nov. 4 to be called National Unity Day. Russia’s
lower house of parliament, the State Duma, is ex-
pected to consider the measure Wednesday in the
first of three required votes.

“This day was and will be a landmark event, and
its celebration cannot be abolished,” Communist
Party leader Gennady Zyuganov said, according to
the TTAR-Tass news agency. “People suffered for
this holiday, and no one has the right to trample on
our history.”

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, former
President Boris Yeltsin also wanted to scrap the holi-
day. In a compromise, it was preserved but re-
named the Day of Accord and Reconciliation.

Atleast 8,000 Communist Party backers and mem-
bers of the ultra-nationalist National Bolshevik party
gathered Sunday at a square that used to be named
after Soviet founder Vladimir Lenin and marched
across Moscow toward a statue of Karl Marx. They
carried the Soviet hammer-and-sickle flag, a giant
portrait of Lenin and banners such as “U.S.S.R. —
our Homeland,” and sang Soviet-era songs.

Criticism of President Vladimir Putin's govern-
ment, changes to social benefits and complaints
about inequality dominated the speeches.

But some also chanted, “America, hands off

Russian veterans, wearing World War Il
coats, lay flowers Sunday at the Tomb of Unknown
Soldiers before a parade in Red Square in Moscow.
Aging veterans marched along the Red Square to
mark the 63rd anniversary of a parade of Soviet
troops heading off to the front in 1941, when the
Nazi forces massed about 33 miles outside Moscow.

Lukashenko!” a show of support for the.
an leader of neighboring Belarus, ‘Alexander
I who has r sym-
bols and institutions and honored now disgraced So-
viet-era officials. The United States has accused
Lukashenko of human rights violations and threat-
ened Belarus with sanctions.

In Red Square, aging veterans wearing long, belted
‘World War IT military coats marched in formation, re-
tracing the steps they took in 1941 when Soviets defi-
antly celebrated Revolution Day in spite of the Nazi
forces massed about 33 miles outside Moscow.

Protesters from the Ce Party and other
left-wing groups in the Siberian city of Tomsk car-
ried posters reading, “Hands off Nov. 7!” the Inter-
fax news agency reported. In the Far Eastern Rus-
sian city of Khabarovsk, about 600 people gathered
in the main Lenin square to sing Internationale, the
socialist revolutionary anthem, the ITAR-Tass said.

About 1,000 Ukrainians also marked the Soviet
holiday, but some bystanders were cynical.

“Those who make revolutions don't like to work,”
said Oksana Levina, a businesswoman in Kiev. “The
principle of equality kills all initiative.”

‘comprehensive change’

BY NADIA ABOU EL-MAGD
The Associated Press

CAIRO, Egypt — Thousands of
Saudis are planning illegal pro-
tests this month in Riyadh and Jid-
dah to call for political and social
change within their conservative
Gulf kingdom, an exiled Saudi dis-
sident said Saturday.

Saad al-Fagih, director of the
UK-based Movement for Islamic
Reform in Arabia, said in a tele-
phone interview from London
that he and his supporters have
begun preparing for protests slat-
ed between Nov. 20 and 30.

Authorities in oil-rich Saudi
Arabia have little tolerance for dis-
sent and arrested hundreds of pro-
testers following the last pro-de-
mocracy rally in the country,
which was held in October 2003
and organized by al-Fagih’s move-
ment, which runs opposition TV
and radio stations out of Europe.

Al-Fagih and other Saudi re-

formists want a liberal, moderate
system of government to replace
the ruling House of Saud royal
family, which holds absolute rule
and governs its citizens based on
strict Islamic law.

“Saudis want comprehenswe
change from the status quo,” he
said. “The leadership has to be
transparent and the judiciary has
to be independent. The main de-
mand of the people is to change
the ruling regime.”

Al-Fagih predicted that be-
tween 40,000 and 50,000 people
would take part in this month’s
planned protests, but the likeli-
hood of anti-government demon-
strations of such proportions
being held in hard-line Saudi Ara-
bia are extremely slim.

The Saudi royal family has ab-
solute power and few dare to chal-
lenge it or the law banning public
protests. Saudis cannot hold pub-
lic gatherings to discuss political
or social issues and press free-
doms are limited.

Hezbollah says it launched its first
reconnaissance drone over Israel

The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — Hezbol-
lah sent its first reconnaissance
drone into Israeli territory Sun-
day — flying over Jewish settle-
ments — in response to repeated
Israeli violations of Lebanese air-
space, the militant Islamic group
announced.

In a statement faxed to The As-
sociated Press, Hezbollah said a
reconnaissance drone of the Is-
lamic Resistance, the group’s mili-
tary wing, carried out its first
flights over “occupied northern
Palestine, flying over several Zi-

onist settlements, reaching the
coastal settlement of Nahariya
and returning safely to its base.”

Such a flight was believed to be
the first hostile aerial incursion
from Lebanon into Israel by guer-
rillas since Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine-General
Command members sailed over in
1987 on a hang glider and killed six
soldiers before being shot dead.

he Israeli army confirmed

that a Hezbollah drone, which Is-
rael claimed was Iranian- ‘made,
penetrated Israeli_airspace Sun-
day morning and flew over west-
ern Galilee.
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Finally, no more

The votes are tabulated, the election is
over, and thankfully we won’t have to hear
the phrase “undecided voters” any more

. at least for the next three-plus years.
Early in the campaign I wondered about
them, who they were, and how much cour-
age it took to stand and say, “I can’t make
up my mind”.... or “I don’t have enough in-
formation.”

My friend, Jimmy, is an undecided
voter. But he has had a decision problem
most of his life. He was locked in the com-
missary once — they found him standing
in front of the produce rack talking to him-
self because he couldn’t decide whether to
buy MclIntosh or Delicious apples.

1 suspect that most of the undecideds
have such a malady. Deciding to make a
decision is not easy. There is always more
information available. But if guys like
Jimmy would spend more time awake
than sleeping or dozing, they might know
which way to run, which fruit to choose,
which candidate to vote for.

Conservative or liberal, the extensive
coverage, biased and unbiased, covered us
like a New England snowstorm wherever
we went. Thank God, it’s all over.

ud Colegrove
Heidelberg, Germany

Fight for America goes on

The re-election of President Bush
brings a sad and fearful morning to Ameri-
ca. His words of unity and conciliation
ring hollow. As the Bush administration
continues its arrogant agenda of isolation
and ignorance, freedom-loving Americans
who oppose those attempts to further limit
civil liberties and who fight an administra-
tion grounded in fear and intolerance will
find themselves labeled as uncooperative
and unpatriotic. It is and old and scary
game, one that the Bush machine plays
masterfully.

As Sen. John Edwards said on Wednes-
day, the fight to save America has only just
begun.

Laurel Samson

Ramstein Air Base, Germany

Sex is part of life

In the letter “Sex is a desire, not a need”
(Oct. 1), the writer states that sex is not a
necessity. That's ridiculous. If all living
creatures on this earth refrained from hav-
ing sex, all life would cease to exist. I do
agree sex is sometimes performed be-
cause of desire, but then again who's cast-
ing stones? Ask the couple who has been
trying to get pregnant whether sex is a de-

sire.

When my body “needs” salt, I pick up a
bag of sunflower seeds. I don’t need the
sunflower seeds, but it's my way of fulfill-
ing both states, my state of need and my
state of desire.

I don’t feel that America is prudish. I do
believe that there are more and more peo-
ple trying to make America a place of
strict 17th century taboos. The “my- free-

Dooneshury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

dom-infringes-on” tale has raised fears in
citizens by issuing court orders because
the cigarette that they smoked from their
porch four years ago gave their neighbor
lung cancer.

Frankly, there is a deeper issue. It
doesn't start with the military but with peo-
ple afraid of progress.

Sgt. McFarland Argentyliz
Camp Ferrins/Huggins, Iraq

Unite to fight trash

I couldn’t agree more with the writer of
“Housing area a mess” (Nuv 2) The Wies-
baden housing area ent of
the Third World counmes m Wthh I rou-
tinely deploy. In my 11 permanent chang-
es of station, I have never seen such dis-
graceful, trash-filled housing areas.

On my way to the Hainerberg chapel
each Sunday, I pass overflowing Dump-
sters. Each time I take my son to events at
the Youth Services gym (on school
grounds!) I conduct a one-man police call.
Trash, food, and even an old shoe were
strewn on our path as recent as Oct. 31.
When 1 recently tried to report a trash
problem to the Base Support Battalion
housing office, my phone calls were unan-

swered.

The Department of Public Works needs
to take significant steps forward to im-
prove our housing areas. They could begin
by scrubbing the years of mold off the
street signs and recycling bins. Residents
must step forward and police themselves,
too. All too often trash bags are left in front
of the Dumpsters because small children
are placed on trash detail by mom or dad.

1 also blame our fragmented community
for the lack of effort. We have numerous ci-
vilian organizations that don’t communi-
cate with one another, stationed along
with the 1st Armored Division and 3rd
Corps Support Command. No single com-
mander “owns” Wiesbaden and can point
to the entire chain of command and say,
“Fix it!” Our BSB commander bears the
brunt of this lack of unity. We all look to
him to police our soldiers and civilians —
unfair!

1t would be easy to blame the deploy-

ments, the city trash collectors, the small
size of the new trash receptacles and a
myriad other causes. However, we must
first clean up our own areas, monitor our
children, and hold each other accountable.
Pay attention to the bulk trash collection
schedule, and don’t place junk outside
early for neighborhood kids and dogs to
rummage through. Make your movers
pick up the boxes and packing material, as
they are required to. Clean up around your
Dumpsters ... the garbage collectors are
not required to conduct police calls and
pick up litter carelessly tossed aside.

john Coombs

Wiesbaden, Germany

Celebrate adoptions

I want to thank the writer of lhe letter
“Adoption Awareness Month” (Nov. 1)
and Stars and Stripes for pnnnng her let-
ter. Itis very appropriate for my little fami-
ly of three — myself, my wife and our
adopted baby boy — that November is the
month our nation celebrates adoptions
since our son was born and adopted in the
month of November a year ago.

After eight years of trying to have a
child on our own, we were finally able to
have a child through adoption. And what a
blessing he has been. I remember going in
to my battalion commander and informing
him that a young woman out west had
picked us to be the parents for her child.
He was to be born two days later and my
boss’s reply: “Here’s a four-day pass. Go,
get out of here and get yourself a son.”

1 challenge all military leaders, commis-
sioned and noncommissioned to support
adoption as the leaders of my unit have.
And I ask those of our military community
to encourage young single mothers to con-
sider giving their children a home through
adoption.

As a chaplain, T meet many who, for
some reason or another, cannot or should
not be parents. And there are many child-
less couples, such as my wife and I, who
would make wonderful parents to your
child. You can do the right thing by giving
that child life and those couples can do the
right thing by giving them a home that’s
ready and waiting just for your child. And
the adoption can always be “open,” which
means the birth mother can have the satis-
faction of knowing she did the right thing
as the parents send photos or updates of
the child’s progress throughout the years,
which we do annually for the birth mother
of our son.

1 deployed recently and have been
watching my son grow from baby to tod-
dler through the Internet and I cannot
wait to get home to hug him and play with
him. I knew I'd love any child that I would
eventually have someday, but I didn’t real-
ize I'd love him this much. It makes no dif-
ference in the world that I didn’t physical-
ly sire him. You can’t tell him or me that
we're not father and son. And, by the way,
my little sister is adopte

Adoption is great. Let’s celebrate it

Chaplain (Capt.)
Christopher W. Degn
Victory Annex, Iraq

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

K, HES FINE,
ONEY, ITE JUST
HES HAVING TROUBLE
GETTING HIS DISABL-
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Message sent: Democrats lack messenger

WASHINGTON
n the end this was as it began — an
election that essentially was a referen-
dum on the administration of George
W. Bush, with John Kerry at times al-
‘most incidental to the process.

So now Democrats,
without the coalition
that kept them in the
congressional majority
for much of the last
two-thirds of the past
century, must once
again search for a mes-
sage that, as former
Senate  Democratic
leader George Mitchell
put it, will restore their
identity as a national
party. It will be a daunt-
ing task requiring an
abandonment of out-
moded concepts that have afflicted their
leaders and, even more importantly, their po-
litical strategists.

1If nothmg else, this election showed that
the nation’s conservative stripe has not
faded since Ronald Reagan and that, even
during these times of terrorism and warfare,
social issues are a driving force for many vot-
ers — that abortion and guns and gay mar-
riage are concerns that coalesce in the Re-
publican base, just as economic consider-
ations and liberal causes did for Roosevelt,
Truman and Kennedy Democrats.

By all historic measurement, the large
turnout should not have favored the incum-
bent, especially in the midst of a war that
polls show an increasing number of Ameri-
cans think was a bad idea. ... Kerry just had
to show up, be acceptable and not make any
major mistakes. The youth vote, fed by fears

Dan Thomasson

of a new military draft and led by iconic
rock stars; women who opposed the presi-
dent’s anti-abortion stance, and the blue-col-

lar work force faced with the prospect of

steadily declining viability should over-
whelm the polls for him, according to the
prognosis, offsetting the evangelicals with
their 19th century ideals.

But the results were something else. The
18-to-34 voters, as many political experts pri-
vately feared, acted pretty much as they al-
ways have — they didn’t show up. Ironically,
many of those who did were far more conser-
vative than their '60s predecessors.

Instead, the “value” voters overwrought
about Kerry’s liberal Senate record and
party positions on social issues were the
ones who did, producing record numbers at
polling places almost everywhere. There al-
ways was a feeling the pollsters were miss-
ing a crucial bloc of the electorate, the white,
lower-middle-income voter whose concerns
about the loss of jobs was superseded only
by their fear that someone would take away
their firearms or convince their daughter to
terminate a pregnancy. It became real.

Party leaders also believed that they
could overcome Kerry’s considerable lack
of charisma and his past ambivalence on na-
tional issues. His patrician New England up-
bringing — while potentially off-putting in
Middle America — would be displaced, strat-
egists believed, by voter concerns over tradi-
tional issues such as the deficit and growing
U. olation from the rest of the world.
storian Doris Kearns Goodwin saw it
otherwise, contending that while Kerry’s
mouth said one thing, value-oriented voters
weren’t convinced that his heart matched
his rhetoric on things that mattered to them.

With Bill Clinton it had been just the oppo-
site. His much humbler upbringing, South-

ern charm and obvious like of people were
in sharp contrast to Kerry’s stilted, frequent-
ly sonorous pronouncements. ... Clinton’s ab-
breviated campaigning for Kerry probably
was more a detriment than a help to the nom-
inee because it merely highlighted Kerry’s
failure to connect, reminding voters what
they were missing.

All this leaves Democrats struggling to
find a new means of defining themselves.
Having lost the White House twice, Con-
gress for 12 years and most of the state-
houses, it should be obvious by now that
Roosevelt liberalism isn’t the answer, “stu-

I CANT
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pid.” This is a party sorely in need of some-
one ... who understands that this is basically
a moderate, mainstream electorate not will-
ing to stray far to the right or the left. ...
Recapitulating the campaign of 2004, his-
torians are likely to say that the incumbent
stayed on message, not swerving throughout
an arduous campaign, and remained faithful
to his core beliefs and those of his base, right
or wrong. Qualities Americans like. In the
end, his consistent message carried the ref-
erendum.
Dan Thomasson is former editor
of the Scripps Howard News Service.

Nations must reassess now that Bush has new term

e demonstrated at the polls that
America is still the land of Lin-
coln, even if Illinois no longer
may be. Not since 1864 has the

outcome of a war depended on how we

voted. In 1864, military
victory — Gen. William

Tecumseh  Sherman’s

capture of Atlanta— pre-

saged political victory.

Without that battlefield

triumph to buoy spirits,

President Lincoln al-

most certainly would

have lost, as a

war-weary North likely

would have preferred
dissolution of the Union
to continued conflict.

1n 2004, political victo-
ry presages military victory. The most imme-
diate losers abroad are the terrorist thugs in
Fallujah, who are about to have the hammer
fall on them.

The hammer would have dropped on Fal-
Iujah in any event — Bush would have been
president until January even if Kerry had
won — but now al-Qaida and the Baathist
remnants in the renegade town know they
are going to die in vain. There will be after
January no rest, no respite, no sanctuary
from President Bush's relentless pursuit.

Another loser is Osama bin Laden. He
was reduced to trying to influence our elec-
tion with a videotape, apparently because
his network was unable to pull off here the
kind of terrorist atrocities that influenced
the Spanish election.

There has been no successful terrorist at-
tack on American soil since Sept. 11, 2001.
I'm not at all certain that that would have
been the case if Al Gore or John Kerry were
president.

“People are telling you [this] will be the

Jack Kelly

most important election of our lives,” wrote
former Air Force pilot and Web logger Bill
Whittle, a Gore supporter in 2000, a few
days before the vote. “That is not true. The
most important election of your lives was
held on Tuesday, Nov. 7th, 2000. You just
didn’t know it. Neither did I.

“What happened on that day led to one
man being in the White House these last
four years, rather than the other one,” Whit-
tle said. “George W. Bush was commander
in chief when we needed him most.”

The war on terror is likely to outlast a sec-
ond Bush term. But the president can now
put us far enough down the path to victory
that no future Democratic president would
want — or be able — to deflect us from it.

Now that it is clear that this tough, deter-
mined man will be in the White House for
four more years, backed by a majority of the
American people and solid majorities in

both houses of Congress, those abroad who
strew obstacles in our path are undergoing
what pundits call “agonizing

good graces: “I hope your second term will
provide an opportunity to reinforce the Fran-
co-American French President

Buoyed by Kerry’s promise to reopen the
kind of bilateral negotiations under which
the Clinton administration gave financial aid
to North Korea to not develop nuclear weap-
ons, while permitting North Korea to contin-
ue its weapons program in secret, North
Korea walked out of six-party talks with the
United States, South Korea, Japan, Russia
and China, and escalated its anti-American
rhetoric.

But th Korea is likely to return to
six-party talks on its nuclear programs now
that the U.S. presidential election is over,
South Korean foreign minister Ban Ki-moon
said, according to a South Korean news agen-
cy. .

Etropean nations that tried to hobble our
efforts in Iraq are striving to get back in our

Jacques Chirac wrote in a letter to Bush.
The leaders of Spain and Germany and
the president of the European Union were
also hastening to make nice.
Ruablan President Vladimir Putin said he
“felt joy” at Bush’s re-election.
“International terrorism gave itself the
goal of not allowing the re-election of Presi-
dent Bush,” Putin said. “Our relations in the
last four years have undergone a big change,
for the good of our peoples. ... [Bush is] a re-
liable and predictable partner. He has prov-
en to be a firm man, with a strong character,
and a coherent policy.”
Jack Kelly s the national afairs writer for the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and the Toledo (Ohio)
Blader A Tormet Mare and Green Besét, e was a
Goputy asaiotant Secretary of the A Force i the
an administration. His column appears weekly
in Stars and Stripes.

Mallard Fillmore

ME ONCE AGAIN
T

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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BY JENNIFER C. KERR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The White House ex-
pressed confidence Sunday that President
Bush’s judicial nominees will get a fair
hearing in the Senate, despite comments
from Republican Sen. Arlen Specter that
anti-abortion judges were unlikely to be
confirmed by the newly elected Senate.

Chief political adviser Karl Rove said
Specter, in line to head the Senate Judicia-
ry Committee, has assured the president
that he would make certain that every one
of Bush’s nominees receives a prompt
hearing and an up-or-down vote by the
full Senate.

“Senator Specter’s a man of his word,”
Rove told Fox News Sunday. “We'll take
him at his word.”

The Pennsylvania lawmaker is next in
line to chair the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee, which would oversee Bush’s judicial
selections, including any Supreme Court
nominations. Last week, Specter told re-
porters that “judges who would change
the right of a woman to choose, overturn
Roe v. Wade” probably would face prob-
lems in the Senate.

Specter said Bush has had trouble get-
ting some of his nominees through the Sen-
ate because of Democratic filibusters. He
added: “T would expect the president to be
mindful of the considerations which I am
mentioning.”

Filibusters, a bill-killing tactic of unlim-
ited debate, remain possible in the Senate
elected last week because the Republi-
cans’ 55-45 majority falls five votes short
of the 60 needed to cut off debate.

Specter’s comments on the question
came a day after he won re-election in
Pennsylvania in a tight race in which the
president campaigned for him. The re-
marks outraged conservative groups such
as Concerned Women for America, which
sent a letter to Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist urging him to prevent Specter
from taking the chairmanship.

Specter backtracked the next day, say-
ing he wasn’t warning Bush not to make
those kinds of choices. His meaning, Spec-
ter said, was that “in light of the repeated
filibusters by the Democrats in the last
Senate session, I am concerned about a po-
tential repetition of such filibusters.”

With Chief Justice William Rehnquist
ailing from thyroid cancer, there has been
‘much speculation about whether the presi-
dent soon may choose a new Supreme
Court justice. As head of the Judiciary
Committee, Specter would have wide laf
tude to schedule hearings, stage commit-
tee votes and make the process as easy or
as hard as he wants.

White House Chief of Staff Andrew Card, left, National Security Adviser Condoleezza
Rice, center, and senior adviser Karl Rove wait for President Bush to arrive to hold a

Thursday in the Ei

news Exect
Sunday, Rove told Fox that Sen. Arlen Specter, who
Committee, assured him Bush’s judicial nominees will get prompt hearings in the Senate.

Blair to visit Bush this week

BY JENNIFER LOVEN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush’s
first postelection meeting with a foreign
leader comes this week when Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair of Britain, a staunch ally on
Iraq, is due for two days of discussions at
the White House.

Blair will be in Washington on Thurs-
day and Friday for meetings to chart the
way forward on a range of issues includ-
ing terrorism and Iragq, White House
press secretary Scott McClellan said.

McClellan said the meeting is part of
Bush’s intention to reach out to allies in
Europe and NATO “to promote develop-
‘ment and progress, to defeat the terrorists
and to encourage freedom and democracy
as alternatives to tyranny and terror.”

“The president looks forward to discuss-
ing with Prime Minister Blair how to
strengthen further U.S. cooperation with
the United Kingdom and all of Europe, as
we address together the many challenges
our nations face at the beginning of the
21st century,” McClellan said.

Busy with his re-election campaign,
Bush has not welcomed a foreign leader to

ite House since August, when he
Was host to the interim prime minister of

Iraq, Ayad Allawi. Bush and Blair’s last
meeting was during a NATO summit in
Istanbul, Turkey, in June, but they talk by
phone almost weekly.

Blair, in supporting the U.S.-led war in
Irag, has defied public opinion at home
and in many European capitals. It is wide-
ly assumed in Britain that Blair’s support
for Bush’s Iraq policy came in return for a
pledge that the Bush administration
would push harder for peace between Is-
raeli and the Palestinians.

The day after Bush’s re-election victo-
Ty, Blair tried to nudge his ally forward by
declaring that the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict is the world’s “single most pressing
political challenge.”

Although White House aides have said
they see a new opening for Middle East
peace in Bush’s second term, the presi-
dent did not fully embrace Blair’s assess-
ment. “I agree with him that the Middle
East peace is a very important part of a
peaceful world,” Bush said in a Thursday
news conference.

Another item sure to be on the Oval Of-
fice agenda are the Iraqi elections, sched-
uled for January, and the continuing dead-
ly insurgency there. U.S. forces are gear-
ing up for an expected offensive in Fallu-
jah, the insurgents’ strongest bastion.

Rove: Bush nominees to get fair hearings

Postwar Iraq
policy chief
to step down

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The White
House’s director of postwar policy for
Iraq, who was instrumental in helping
to set up an interim government to lead
that country until elections can be held,
is stepping down.

Robert Blackwill, a former ambassa-
dor to India, has overseen Iraq strategy
at the National Security Council since
mid-2003. He decided “some time ago™
to depart government service after the
presidential election, a White House of-
ficial, speaking on the condition of ano-
nymity, said Saturday.

1t was the second report in two days
of a ranking official’s decision to leave
the Bush administration’s national se-
curity establishment.

On Friday, the State Department con-
firmed the impending departure of J.
Cofer Black, the department’s chief
counterterrorism figure. Like Black-
will, the former CIA operations officer
had told superiors he planned to leave
after the elections, and department
spokesman A reli said he will end
his 30-year government career in a mat-
ter of weeks.

Blackwill’s absence will shorten the
list of people reputed to be in the run-
ning to replace Condoleezza Rice as
President Bush’s national security ad-
viser. Rice has told associates she will
not stay in the post in the second Bush
term and has talked about returning to
academic life in California. She was a
former provost at Stanford University
and was a political science professor
when Bush hired her.

Blackwill, whose formal title is coor-
dinator for strategic planning on the
NSC, spent months slipping in and out
of Baghdad to put a U.S. stamp on a
caretaker government in Iraq. The ca-
reer diplomat was on the short list to be-
come ambassador to Iraq in the spring,
but Bush instead chose John Negropon-
te, former ambassador to the United
Nations.

The White House would not com-
ment about any impact of his departure
on preparations for the Iragi elections,
scheduled in January, less than three
‘months from now.

CDC: Over-the-counter drug sales can help track flu

BY DIEDTRA HENDERSON
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sales of
over-the-counter drugs taken to
treat the flu may help the govern-
ment learn more quickly about
local outbreaks.

The government now receives
figures representing 80 percent
of the sales of remedies for cold
symptoms and diarrhea, for ex-
ample, in an effort to spot disease
trends.

A sudden spike in sales of those
products “might be a hint that flu
is emerging,” the director of the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention told reporters Sun-
day.

“It’s a clue. And we don’t know
if it’s going to be a useful clue or
not,” Dr. Julie Gerberding said
during the American Public
Health Association’s annual meet-
ing.

The experiment comes as the
United States struggles with a
shortage of flu vaccine caused by
contamination problems at a Chi-
ron Corp. plant in Britain, where
48 million doses destined for the
United States were quarantined.

Through increased production
at other plants, the government
has obtained more than 60 mil-
lion doses of vaccine. U.S. offi-
cials had hoped to supply 100 mil-
lion doses this year.

Food and Drug Administration
inspectors are visiting plants in
Germany and Canada in pursuit
of more flu vaccine.

When the crisis first began,
Gerberding said she told her
team she wanted three things:

B Breakdowns, by county,
where flu was spreading. The
drug sales may help give an earli-
er glimpse than waiting for hospi-
tals to fill with the sickest pa-
tients.

W Where vaccine arrived, by
county.

W Areas where sick people
needed vaccine but supplies had
not arrived.

The flu season appears to be
stamng slowly this year, Gerberd-
ing said.

Several states are reporting a
few cases, including Texas and
two New York nursing homes.
Many states, however, have not
recorded a single flu case. Not
one is reporting widespread flu
activity.

“We're not getting off to a fast
start,” she said, adding that that
did not mean this year’s season
would remain light.

As most people scramble for
scarce doses of flu vaccine, the na-
tion’s top public health agency
has another worry: bird flu,
which Gerberding says people
are not particularly focused on.

Her agency is mommnng the
spread of avian flu in Asia as it
continues to leap from animals to
humans, to gauge whether the
strain is evolving.

The CDC, however, will not
safeguard its supply of antivirals
most effective against avian flu.

Of 40 million doses of antivirals
available this year to treat regu-
lar flu — reducing sickness
among those infected and protect-
ing the healthy — 7 million are in
the CDC stockpile.

Gerberding said the antiviral
treatment that has proved best at
protecting against avian flu
would be used to treat regular flu
if the need arose.
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Border Patrol numbers don’t add up

Activists question
varied counting
of dead migrants
crossing into U.S

BY ANDREA ALMOND
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Flying low over
the Sonoran Desert, Border Pa-
trol agents spotted a skeleton
sprawled in the brush.

The harsh terrain along the
southern edge of Arizona is a
busy trafficking corridor for ille-
gal immigrants and the remains
could have been from a person
who died while trying to sneak
into the United States. But busy
Interstate 8 runs nearby and it
also could have been a slain U.S.
citizen, a suicide, a runaway.

‘The Border Patrol is facing crit-
icism for the way it counts the
dead along the 2,000-mile
'U.S.-Mexico border.

“It’s rarely a cut-and-dry deci-
sion,” said Joe Brigman, spokes-
man for the Border Patrol station
at Yuma, Ariz. “In some cases,
you just don’t know.”

mark the 10th anniversary of the U.S. border
groups contend the U.S. Border Patrol has tried to shave its count by excluding from its total many skeletal
remains, car-accident deaths and bodies discovered by local law enforcement agencies.
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Marchers carry a casket last month along a section of the U.S.-Mexico border fence in Tijuana, Mexico, to

program Op

. Migrants-rights

Migrant deaths

Border Patrol's increased
vigilance in counting dead illegal
immigrants found along the U.S.-
Mexican border has helped to
reduce deaths. Human rights
activists say its in their best
interests to keep the number low.
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The agency also only counts
deaths of migrants found on the
US. side of the border. Mexico
tracks fatalities on either side of
the border, but only those of Mexi-
can nationals.

In 2004, Mexico counted 286
such deaths. In each of the previ-
ous three years, Mexico’s death

The agency says its increased
vigilance has helped reduce
deaths among illegal immigrants.

Human rights activists, howev-
er, say it’s in the government’s in-
terest to keep its count low. They
contend the agency tries to shave
the number of deaths by exclud-
ing many skeletal remains, car-ac-
cident victims and bodies discov-
ered by local law enforcement
agencies.

“The American people have
the right to know the human cost,
the real human cost, of these poli-

Diego attorney with the Califor-
nia Rural Legal Assistance Foun-
dation.

From documents and other
clues found on the body spotted
east of Yuma, agents concluded
the remains indeed belong to an
immigrant — among 325 the Bor-
der Patrol counted in the fiscal
year which ended Sept. 30, down
from 340 the year before.

Smith, who has tracked mi-
grant deaths for 10 years, says the
counting method is inconsistent
from one government agency to

from one Border Patrol sector to
another.

For instance, in Arizona, the
busiest stretch for illegal entries,
the Border Patrol reported a
record 177 deaths in fiscal 2004.
But medical examiner’s offices in
Arizona put the toll at around 221.

Location also affects the count.

Smith points to the case of 19
people found dead in a stifling
truck trailer near Victoria, Texas,
in 2003. It was the deadliest immi-
grant-smuggling attempt in the
United States in more than 15

cluded in Border Patrol statistics,
officials say, because the victims
were too far from the border.

The agency’s count typically in-
cludes people found only in 43
U.S. counties that are within a
100-mile-wide belt along the bor-
der with Mexico.

Border Patrol officials bristle
at the allegation they are under-
counting deaths.

“We are very interested in
knowing about any death discov-
ered along the border,” said
Mario Villareal, a Washing-
ton-based spokesman for Cus-

toll was higher than the total kept
by the Border Patrol.

Some activists are calling for
an independent agency to take
charge of counting the dead.

“We're entitled to know the
human cost of these (border con-
trol) programs,” said the Rev.
Robin Hoover, founder of Hu-
mane Borders, an organization
that has set up water stations in
the Sonoran desert for border
crossers. “How can we possibly
devise proper public policies if
we don’t even have an accurate

cies,” says Claudia Smith, a San

the next — and sometimes even

years, but the deaths were not in-

toms and Border Protection.

body count?”

Protest death?
Man kills self
at ground zero
after election

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A 25-year-old from
Georgia who was apparently dis-
traught over President Bush’s re-elec-
tion shot and killed himself at ground

zero.

Andrew Veal’s body was found Sat-
urday morning inside the off-limits
site, said Steve Coleman, a spokesman
for the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey. A shotgun was found
nearby, but no suicide note was found,
Coleman said.

Veal’s mother said her son was
upset about the result of the presiden-
tial election and had driven to New
York, Gus Danese, president nf the

Gay-themed T-shirts stir debate in Missouri town

BY STEVE ROCK
Knight Ridder Newspapers

WEBB CITY, Mo. — Whether the towns-
folk know it or not, Webb City, in the south-
west corner of Missouri, has become a bat-
tleground in the gay rights movement.

The debate hasn’t yet reached front-burn-
er status at such places as the Bradbury
Bishop Deli on the downtown square.
Scores of locals know very little or nothing
about it.

Twice in the last two weeks, Brad
Mathewson, a junior at Webb City High
School, was instructed by school officials to
change T-shirts that bore gay rights
themes. The first of the two incidents
prompted Mathewson to contact the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union.

Now the ACLU is actively involved. The
organization has engaged a local lawyer,
shipped out news releases en masse and
met with school officials.

Mathewson said he had been contacted
ives of “Good Morning Amer-

Port Authority Police S0~
ciation, told The New York Tlmes in
Sunday’s editions.

Friends said Veal worked in a com-
puter lab at the University of Georgia
and was planning to marry.

“I'm absolutely sure it’s a protest,”
Mary Anne Mauney, Veal’s supervisor
at the lab, told The Daily News. “I don’t
know what made him commit suicide,
but where he did it was symbolic.”

b
ica,” although a spokesman for the TV show
would neither confirm nor deny that.

Anti-gay preacher Fred Phelps is promis-
ing to make an appearance in Webb City
this month. School district officials said en-
forcing the school’s strict dress code wasn't
about gay rights or free speech. They said it
was about preserving a positive, structured
learning environment.

“If disruption comes for whatever rea-
son, you try to bridle that,” district superin-

tendent Ron Lankford said.

So divided are the two sides that Mathews-
on missed a week of school. Mathewson
called it a suspension, but school officials de-
clined to specifically discuss his situation.

For now, Mathewson
is back in class. He re-
turned Tuesday after
the ACLU’s lawyer con-
ferred with school offi-
cials. Mathewson has
been instructed by
school officials not to
wear any gay-themed at-
tire but instead to blend
in with the other 1,000
or so students at the
high school.

Mathewson, 16, said
he wasn’t sure he wants
to make that commit-
ment. He said school of-
ficials told him that the
shirts might offend
other students, that
they could be dlbrup-
tive, that they could
even leave him in danger of being beaten
up by intolerant classmates.

Mathewson doesn’t buy any of it, at least
not the latter two reasons. And if the shirts
are offensive to others, well, that’s too bad.

So the battle forges on.

Chris Hampton, public education associ-
ate for the ACLU, called the school’s ac-
tions “viewpoint-based censorship.” She

Twice in the last
two weeks, Brad
Mathewson, a junior
at Webb City High
School, was
instructed by school
officials to change
T-shirts that bore
gay rights themes.
Now, the ACLU is
actively involved. er

disputes the superintendent’s suggestions
that the ACLU is a bully wanting only to em-
barrass the high school.

It started Oct. 20 when Mathewson, who
had recently moved to town from Fay-
etteville, Ark., went to
school wearing a shirt

from his previous
school that had the
words “FHS

Gay/Straight Alliance”
and a message support-
ive of gay rights.

“They told me to
change it, turn it inside
out or go home,”
Mathewson said.

He initially turned it
inside out, then decided
to leave school and talk
with his mother. He
was upset, and he didn’t
think the school was
within its rights. Even-
tually, he called a teach-

from his previous
school and asked for ad-
vice. The teacher told him to contact the
ACLU.

Abuul a week later, using markers and a
bit of vengeance, he scrawled the words
“I'm gay, and I'm proud!” on a plain T-shirt
and wore it to school.

School officials approached him again
and told him he couldn’t wear the shirt. He
left school again.
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Scholarly royals

SEATTLE —

There’s no more
homecoming king and
queen at the University of
‘Washington, just royals.

The student group that
organizes the annual cam-
pus festival has decided
that gender should not
play arole in the honor.

The pair being pre-
sented are Emi No-
mura Sumida, 20,
of Seattle, and Glorya Cho, 19, of
Bainbridge Island, who got the top
scores in a scholarship contest.

The two women had not met be-
fore they were crowned at a pri-
vate reception.

The Associated Students of the
University of Washington broke
from tradition last year in award-
ing the two $1,000 scholarships
funded by the school’s alumni asso-
ciation, but no one noticed because
they went to a man and a woman.

Girl left with slain mom

NY NEW YORK — A

2-year-old girl survived
four days in a parked sport utility
vehicle with the body of her slain
‘mother, police said.

Police Commissioner Raymond
Kelly said authorities were investi-
gating the apparent mishandling of
a911 call that could have led to the
rescue of Rosie Batista a day earli-

er.

The little girl, who had been
strapped into a child’s seat, was
hospitalized for dehydration and
was in stable condition.

Leonardo Almonte, 32, was ar-
rested on murder, kidnapping and
reckless endangerment charges.

Investigators said they believe
Almonte killed Colon by throwing
her to the floor and choking her
during an argument at their
Queens home. He allegedly
dumped her body in the passenger
seat of a SUV, placed the child in
the back seat and drove to a re-
mote street about a mile away.

Mentally unfit ruling

SANTA BARBARA — A

Jjudge ruled that the man ac-
cused of being the Highway 101
sniper is mentally unfit to stand
trial.

Keith Tomlinson, 36, was or-
dered to a state mental hospital
until he’s deemed competent to
face seven counts of attempted
murder and 12 counts of assault
with a deadly weapon. Tomlinson
allegedly fired at trucks and
hurled big rocks at passing vehi-
cles on five days in December
2003 and March 2004.

Police: Fake money used

WEST BEND — Four teens

used funny money for fast
food, taxis and other purchases be-
fore they were caught and charged
with forgery for printing the fake
funds on a home computer, police
said.

Police Sgt. Gus Unertl said three
14-year-old boys and a 15-year-old
boy were caught after some mer-
chants noticed the $5 bills were
fake.

Unertl said authorities filed
state charges of forgery instead of
seeking federal counterfeiting
charges because of the suspects’
ages and because of the small de-
nomination of the bills.

ROUNDUP

Washington County juvenile au-
thorities will recommend whether
the boys will face a delinquency
hearing. The four have been re-
leased to custody of their parents.

Man charged with con

SPRINGFIELD — A man

accused of conning Spring-
field women with promises to help
them get funding for community
projects pleaded innocent and was
ordered held on $50,000 bail.

In one alleged scam, Richard W.
Duff approached Sheila Shepard,
whose twin sons were gunned
down in street violence this sum-
mer, saying he could win her more
than $1 million in grant funding to
start a youth center dedicated to
her sons if she paid him $850.

Shepard and others spoke about
the alleged scam at a news confer-
ence following Duff's arraignment
in Springfield District Court,
where he pleaded innocent to two
counts of larceny over $250 and
one count each of larceny of less
than $250 and larceny by false pre-
tenses.

His lawyer, Scott Skolnick, said
Duff denies any wrongdoing and
was paid for writing grant applica-
tions.

Ship collision

GALVESTON — A 355-foot
freighter with a crew of 16
Russians slammed into an un-
manned natural gas platform
about 17 miles off the Coast of

Sea of colors

A maple tree provides a brilliant
backdrop as Jose Alvarez clears
leaves in Vacaville, Calif.

Galveston in  the
Gulf of Mexico, the
Coast Guard said.

A fire that broke out
on the platform could

be seen from shore.

The platform sustained
significant damage, but
no injuries or pollution
was reported.

Two offshore supply boats
were in the area and crews
from those vessels were able
to put out the flames on the
lower decks of the platform,
owned by Houston-based EOG Re-
sources Inc., the Coast Guard said.

The ship, the SCM Athina, has
superstructure damage and
scrapes to its hull. It was directed
to an anchorage where authorities
were interviewing the crew.

v

Sex assault charges

CONCORD — A former ju-

venile probation officer for
the state faces five separate trials
on charges he sexually assaulted
the same 10-year-old girl five
times.

Rodney Martinez, 47, of Laconia
was indicted by a Belknap County
grand jury earlier this year on
three counts of aggravated feloni-
ous sexual assault and two counts
of felonious sexual assault.

According to court records, he
molested the girl when she came
over to take care of and play with
Martinez's own children. A year
ago, Martinez's wife came home
early and found her husband and
the girl on the bed in her bedroom.
She told the girl’s mother, who con-
tacted police.

The girl told authorities Martin-
ez had lured her into the bedroom
and touched her sexually several
times between January 2002 and
October 2003 — three times on her
genitals and twice on her breasts.

Crevasse rescue

GOVERNMENT CAMP —

Two climbers on Mount
Hood fell into a crevasse, killing
one and injuring the other, authori-
ties said.

The surviving climber, who suf-
fered a broken arm and broken
ribs, used a cell phone to call for
help, and rescuers hiked to the cre-
vasse near Sandy Glacier, said De-
tective Jim Strovink, spokesman
for the Clackamas County sheriff’s
office.

Later a National Guard helicop-
ter lowered a medical team to the
8,500-foot level of Mount Hood,
where they treated the surviving
climber, Shaun Olcott, 37, before
taking him to a Portland hospital.
He was listed in stable condition.

The other climber, Kenny Kas-
selder, 37, suffered head and back
injuries and died at the scene.

State tuition hike

cT HARTFORD — Trustees

for the Connecticut State
University system approved tu-
ition and fee increases of nearly 6
percent for next fall. The proposal
raises the annual cost of attending
one of the four branches of Con-
necticut State University by $324
for an in-state student. CSU offi-
cials said that in addition to ex-
panding some programs, the in-
creased funding would also be
used at all four campuses to cover
higher utility, library and labor
costs.

A 6-month-old male Sumatran tiger cub
rests under his mother Soyono’s careful

Protective mom

watch at the National Zoo in Washington.

The East Tennessee U

And the band plays on ... e e heroms

during homecoming festivities at the ampitheater in Johnson City, Tenn.

age crew member Micha-
el Taylor paints over a crosswalk in

Line maintenance
Atlantic City, N.J.
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ment near Grand Junction, Colo.

Central Junior High photography
student Amelia Firns-Hubert aims
her camera lens skyward in Lawrence, Kan.

Shooting at the sky

A lone biker makes his way up Monument Road in the Colorado National Monu-

Time for walkies

Mary Romer of Huntsville, Ala.,
walks three dachshunds, Von
Braun (in backpack), Patches and
Smokey, in Huntsville, Ala,

ve got

at glazed

Mouthwatering billboard

Workers use a lift to put up a railing for a billboard display over an
advertisement for glazed donuts in Cincinnati.

Contractor gets 1 year

PROVIDENCE — A Smith-

field contractor has been sen-
tenced to a year in prison for scam-
ming households out of money for
work he never performed.

Albert Steven Perreault, 38, had
been accused of scamming several
households in Rhode Island and
Massachusetts out of thousands of
dollars. One project involved a
$10,000 dollar job at an apartment
building in Providence’s Silver
Lake neighborhood.

Perreault got a contractor’s li-
cense in 1993, and created his busi-
ness, Total Roofing and Home Im-
provement. In October 2000, the
contractors’ license board suspend-
ed Perreault’s license after it re-
ceived numerous complaints from
homeowners. Perreault ignored the
suspension and continued to seek
work under his company’s name. In
September, the board formally re-
voked his license.

A month later, Perreault turned
himself in to the police in Raynham,
Mass., where he was wanted on a fel-
ony charge of larceny by false pre-
tenses.

Beach reconstruction

ORANGE BEACH — Con-

tracts were announced for a
$24.2 million project to pump sand
washed offshore back onto Ala-
bama’s beaches and restore coast-
al grasses lost during Hurricane
Ivan.

Starting in January, crews from
New Orleans-based Bean-Stuyve-
sant LLC will work to extend the
beach about 200 feet. The project
is planned to start at Perdido Key
on the Florida border and move
west. Gulf Shores Public Works Di-
rector Chuck Hamilton said the
last stretch of West Beach could be
renourished by Aug. 2005.

Judge loses twice

SPRINGFIELD — Election

Day was doubly unkind to
Judge Gordon Maag. The Demo-
crat lost a race for the Supreme
Court to Republican Lloyd Karmei-
er. Maag also lost a bid to keep his
current seat on the Sth District Ap-
pellate Court in Southern Illinois,
to which he was elected in 1994.

ascus and approved a five-mem-
ber city council that will choose a
mayor.

I's the state’s first new city
since Keizer in 1982.

Community crimefighters

BOSTON — Massachu-

setts Bay Transportation
Authority police officials said
crimes decreased this year from
January to September due to
strong community and multiagen-
cy involvement. The MBTA record-
ed only two assaults in the transit
system involving guns, compared
to seven in 2003, and knifepoint
robberies dropped from 42 in 2003
to 17. Police arrested 11 students
through September of this year,
compared with 16 in the same peri-
od in 2003.

Down with amphitheater

INDIANAPOLIS — A But-

ler University campus am-
phitheater will be torn down to
make way for new student housing
and a fitness center, school offi-
cials said. The 4,000-seat Hilton U.
Brown Theatre attracted perform-
ers such as Liza Minnelli, Liberace
and Jack Benny over nearly 40
years. The new housing will in-
clude several apartment-style
buildings with space for 500 stu-
dents. The project is expected to
be done in August 2006.

Perfect match

TRENTON — A 29-year-old

woman whose desperate
search for a bone marrow trans-
plant led to a nationwide campaign
to recruit more donors of South
Asian descent has found a perfect
match.

Pia Awal, who has leukemia, ini-
tially was told that the odds of ob-
taining a lifesaving transplant
were slim. Her best chance was
from another person of South
Asian descent, among the most un-
derrepresented groups in the na-
tion’s bone marrow registry.

Family members and other
loved ones built a Web site and
helped get 12,442 more people test-
ed in just 14 weeks.

Now a donor in Britain has been
1dennﬁed and Awal, whose family
from India, is expect-

The state C requires Su-
preme Court and appellate court
Jjustices to run for retention every
10 years.

Indictment on fake sodas

PITTSBURGH — An un-

known number of restau-
rants unwittingly took part in a
bogus Coca-Cola taste test, accord-
ing to a federal grand jury indict-
ment.

The indictment accuses a
now-defunct distributor of ship-
ping soft drinks to restaurants
throughout southwest Pennsylva-
nia with bogus labels promising
Coca-Cola, Coke, Coca-Cola Clas-
sic, Cherry Coke, Diet Coke, Sprite
and Ramblin Root Beer.

Joseph Stefancic Jr., S0, pleaded
not guilty to trademark infringe-
ment, which carries a maximum
penalty of 10 years in prison and a
$2 million fine.

New city approved

DAMASCUS — Oregon
gained a new city on Elec-
tion Day.

In Clackamas County, 3,000 resi-
dents voted to incorporate Dam-

ed to undergo the transplant later
this month in Seattle.

Memorial dedication

WHITE SANDS MISSILE

RANGE — Former Iraqi
prisoners of war Jessica Lynch
and Joseph Hudson helped dedi-
cate an oak tree in honor of Army
Spe. Lori Ann Piestewa, who was
killed in Iraq last year.

The tree and a plaque in Pi-
estewa’s honor are located outside
a three-story barracks at White
Sands.

Piestewa, 23, died after her con-
voy took a wrong turn and was am-
bushed near Nasiriyah in March
2003. Other members of S07th
Maintenance Company from Fort
Bliss, Texas, including Lynch and
Hudson, from nearby Alamogordo,
were taken prisoner.

Piestewa, a member of the Hopi
Tribe who lived in Tuba City, Ariz.,
on the Navajo Nation, was the first
‘woman killed in the war and is be-
lieved to be the first American Indi-
an woman killed in combat fight-
ing for the U.S. military. She had
two children.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Sharpton, wife split up

The Rev. Al Sharpton and his wife, Kathy Jordan
Sharpton, have announced their separation after 23 years
of marriage.

The Sharptons said in a statement
in New York Friday that they “will
remain on the best of terms.”

The pair “have extremely active
careers and their separation allows
them to continue pursuing their
work interests,” the statement said.
“They will continue to work together
in their civil rights work and in their
other business ventures, including
those in the entertainment indus-

Sharpton

try.

“Together they have successfully
raised two daughters, one of whom started college this
year, and the o'.her of whom will be graduating high
school in June,” the statement said.

Shaw, others become Jazz Masters

Former big band leader Artie Shaw is among seven art-
ists who have been named National Endowment for the
Arts Jazz Masters.

Since 1982, the National Endowment has awarded the
title to a handful of living jazz musicians and promoters
to recognize their contributions to the music form.

Those honored also include guitarist Kenny Burrell,
clarinetist-saxophonist Paquito D’Rivera, composer
Slide Hampton, singer Shirley Horn, keyboardist Jimmy
Smith and jazz impresario George Wein. The announce-
ment was made Thursday at a gala hosted by Seattle’s
Earshot Jazz Society.

The seven will officially receive their awards ata Jan. 7
concert and ceremony in Long Beach, Calif.

Lynn to perform at MerleFest

Loretta Lynn and The Chieftains will make their debut
appearances next year at MerleFest, the Americana
music festival begun by bluegrass legend Doc Watson.

Dozens of acts are to perform at the 18th annual festi-
val, from April 28 to May 1 in Wilkesboro, N.C., including
returning favorites Ricky Skaggs and Kentucky Thun-
der, and Alison Krauss and Union Station.

Lynn won album of the year and artist of the year from
the Americana Music Association earlier this year for
“Van Lear Rose.”

“The really neat thing about it is it appeals to young peo-
ple and old people and everybody in between,” said
Claire Armbruster, MerleFest’s artist-relations coordina-
tor. “It's just a great piece of work. It’s rooted in country,
not the slick country of today, but the roots of country.”

Developer claims Trump stole design

A judge should order the destruction of two condo tow-
ers being built for an oceanfront resort that carries the
name of Donald Trump, according to a lawsuit filed by a
Miami architect who claims the billionaire and a hotel de-
veloper took his design.

The lawsuit filed by Paul Oravec says he was “shocked
and dismayed” to see design photos of the towers at Trump
Grande Ocean Resort and Residences in the newspaper
after similar ideas he created were turned down by
Trump.

The resort is under construction in Sunny Isles Beach on
the Atlantic Ocean, just a few miles northeast of Miami.

Norma Foerderer, a spokeswoman for Trump, said he
couldn’t comment because he hadn’t seen the filing.

Woods sues yacht builder

Tiger Woods is taking a swing at the builder of his luxu-
ry yacht, the Privacy, accusing the shipyard of using his
name and photograph for financial
gain without permission.

Lawyers for Woods sued in feder-
al court on Oct. 29, claiming his con-
tract with Christensen Shipyards,
Ltd., barred the boat manufacturer
M from using the golfer to promote the
company, but it did so anyway.

The lawsuit accuses the Vancou-
ver, Wash.-based company of start-
ing a “widespread national cam-
paign” using Woods’ name and pho-
tos of the 155-foot yacht. It also says
the company used the golfer’s name
and the pictures in a display at the
Fort Lauderdale [Fla.] Boat Show last month.

The lawsuit claims more than $75,000 in damages for
‘Woods because his privacy was violated.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Woods

‘Smile’...
inally

honor of Beach Boy founding member Carl
Dean Wilson in October 2003, in Los Angeles.
KRT

Brian Wilson’s latest alboum was
more than 30 years in the making

BY JOHN ROGERS
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES
f Brian Wilson could change just one thing in life, it
wouldn’t be the legendary emotional traumas, the in-
securities, the drug abuse, the battles with weight or
the endless legal conflicts that nearly destroyed him.

“I'would have made the rhythm of ‘California Girls’ a lit-
tle better,” Wilson deadpans. “That,” he adds with the
slightest of smiles, “is my only regret.”

Were Wilson not shy and extremely modest by nature,
he’d probably be wearing a bigger smile these days. The ge-
nius who was the guiding force behind the Beach Boys —
at a time when the group mattered to music as much as the
Beatles — is back in all his creative glory.

The proof is “Smile,” a 47-minute rock
opera in three movements that, when the
composer first envisioned it in 1966, was to
have been a “teenage symphony to God.”

He was 24 then. He is 62 now. Except for
aslight paunch and the gray overtaking his
‘wavy brown hair, Wilson’s appearance has
changed little from the gangly, cheru-
bic-faced youth who captivated the world
with such songs as “Surfin’ Safari,” “Little

&k don’t think
[‘Smile’] would
have been a hit
album. I think
it would have

Beach Boys — in those days Wilson’s cousin Mike Love;
his brothers, Carl and Dennis Wilson; and Bruce Johnston
and Al Jardine — couldn’t understand, let alone begin to
play, an album as complicated as “Smile.”

Soin frustration, it was said, Wilson set his studio on fire,
destroyed all the “Smile” tapes, then locked himself in
drug-addled seclusion in his room.

Indeed, his subsequent battles to overcome drug abuse
and other problems would be well documented.

“The pressure of trying to live up to my name was a little
hard for me, so I had some difficulties, some mental diffi-
culties,” he acknowledges now. “But I worked through it.”

The reason he gives for shelving “Smile,” however, is
‘much less intriguing.

“I don’t think it would have been a hit album,” he says
matter of factly. “I think it would have been
a big bomb.”

“It was too advanced music. It was
avant-garde music and it was too ahead of
its time,” he adds, noting that even after his
wife, Melinda, persuaded him to finish it
this year he still had doubts that it would be
well received.

Fueled by sometimes-drug-induced vi-
sions, “Smile” sought to create a sprawling
musical landscape of mid-America, one

Deuce Coupe,” “Surfer Girl,” “Catch a been a that extended across the 20th century and
Wave” and “Fun Fun Fun.” big bomb. from the Midwest to Hawaii.
Though much of the public may forever g - Lushly orchestrated and vocally challeng-

associate him with the Beach Boys’
three-minute odes to sand, girls and cars,
Wilson grew to be one of pop music’s great-
est composers.

After the Beatles stunned the pop music world with the
release of the elaborately produced “Rubber Soul” in 1965,
‘Wilson one-upped them with “Pet Sounds.” The Beatles, in
turn, responded with “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club
Band,” a work still regarded by Rolling Stone magazine as
the greatest rock album ever made (“Pet Sounds” is No. 2).

“‘Rubber Soul’ was such an experience for me to hear
that I went to my piano and I started writing ‘Pet Sounds’
right away,” Wilson, dressed in blue jeans, a pullover shirt
and tennis shoes, said recently during a break from re-
hearsing “Smile” for a concert tour.

It was while the Beatles were in the studio putting togeth-
er “Sgt. Pepper” that he and longtime collaborator Van
Dyke Parks were working on “Smile” for the Beach Boys.

Those who heard early tapes predicted it would be the
greatest rock accomplishment ever. But it was not to be,
and the reasons why quickly became the stuff of legend.

‘Among the stories that spread over the years: Wilson suf-
fered a nervous breakdown. He realized he couldn’t top the
Beatles again, and it drove him over the edge. His fellow

Brian Wilson

ing (a 22-piece band and a dozen voices are
needed to perform it in concert), it clearly
‘would have been the ultimate Beach Boys album.

Instead it has become Wilson’s long-delayed master-
piece, a symphonic work bookended by two of his most-her-
alded pop songs, “Heroes and Villains” and “Good Vibra-
tions.”

“It's pretty much like if Frank Zappa and Mozart got to-
gether,” is how his current drummer, Jim Hines, describes
it.

Wilson himself shi isons to Mozart,
or other major musical figures. He cites his influences as
his contemporaries the Beatles and, before that, producer
Phil Spector, who created rock’s “Wall of Sound ”

“I don't consider myself to be a genius,” he says. “I con-
sider myself to be a clever songwriter.”

Known for a history of stage fright, musicians who work
with him now say Wilson appears to have gotten over it.

“Oh, no. No, no, it's not gone at all,” he says with a chuck-
le. “I still have stage fright all the time. Before every con-
cert, I do about a half hour of stage fright. But then, as soon
as we hit our first notes and the band starts to play, and I
start to sing, my fears go away. My fears and phobias just
dissolve.”




Monday, November 8, 2004 - WEATHER - STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION PAGE 19

Non Operational EUROPEAN FORECA!

x
St. Petersburg  Use Only
45127

hown is today’s Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rain-

weather. Tempera- showers. Highs in the upper 40s,
e re) d“:““}' o Fussin . Tuesday lows in the mid 30s.

ighs and tonight's
lows. Pressure sys- Moscow Britain, Ireland: Cloudy with isolated
tems and fronts are 41133 rainshowers. Highs in the mid-50s,

for noon today. Tuesday lows in the low

DENARE: ;'
Copenhagens
47/37»5 1 %

D ’S‘:‘

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
with snow/rainshowers and fo
Highs in the upper 30s, Tuesday

A ; ¢ lows in the mid 30s.
Berlin 5 France: Mostly cloudy with isolated
o 43135 . Ukrane £ rainshowers. Highs in the lower 50s
Gerneany Kiev v to lower 70s, Tuesday lows in the

PoLano upper 30s to lower 40s.
Frankfurt
50139 Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated rainshowers. Highs in
the 40s, Tuesday lows in the mid-50s
1o lower 60s.

Forecast by: USAFE
Operation
S eadron. Sembach,
Germany.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with snow/rainshowers. Highs in the
upper 30s to lower 50s, Tuesday

Prodiced by:
A1C Brandon Brinkman Iows in the mid-20s to mid-30s.

Geneva e 517

Hungary: Mostly cloudy with rain-
47/30 5, 40s,

showers. Highs in the mi
5 Tuesday lows in the lower 30s.
';11;'.,:;""' Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy. Highs
> in the mid to upper 50s, Tuesday
lows in the upper 405 16 lower 50s.
Tunwey

Southern taly: Mostly cloudy with

Madrid ey isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
60/41  Barcelona ¥ upper 50s to lower 70, Tuesday
& 50 o lows in the low to mid 40s.
aples.
4 STz Kosavo: Mosty cioudy with isolated
, owirain showers and fog. Highs in
o Shonia e upper 30s to upper 50s, Tuesday
Sean A i lows in the upper 20s to low 30s.
/7, Morsn b ¢ o K Norway: Moslty cloudy with isolated
-Rota 75/57 » Sigonella > snow/rainshowers. Highs in the
72155 ot s T e B lower 40s to low 50s, Tuesday lows
4 ¥ ok 55/21' &7 in the lower 30s to mid 40s.
— = i Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy. Highs
Y - in the low 60s to mid 70s, Tuesday
o R [ Tusa % pean forecast for 08 2004 lows in the lower 40s to mid 50s.
- o r - N Turkey: Partly cloudy with isolated
Key: ZE o oHm As e A& @ o DmE . . . DO rainshowers. Highs in the upper 50s
" sumy PLCKy. Mostycdy Cloudy Showers Tstorms  Rain  Rainsnow  Snow Coldfmt. Warm fnt. Trough ~ Occluded fr. Staty. flont Loy High low 70s, Tuesday lows in the upper

40s to mid 50s.

= =G For current weather watches, warnings,
AFRICA L _Mazar-e-Sharif - MIDEAST and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
W o W o i gt 71/45-¢ o, Operatruna/ Weather Squadron horme
CapeTown 78 57 Mogadshu 85 79 Incirlik  Turkey Islamabad 1
Oakar " 85 75 Nawb 78 60 |~ 7757 7851 % | hiipsiows.sembach.at.m
fedlown &7 75 Rabal 74 54 — . - ; ! . http//nwspublmsembachalm:l
Knshasa 88 72 Tpol 80 pecha = = e [ New Delhl
Svn 4 . s 84/55
) 8158 Tehran 7 . SUN & MOON
THE WORLD Tel Aviv, o Kandahar .
. 70/57 I K
~.B4l66e) 1T L ) 79M6 o Today Tomorow
L H Lo T ! wa o O B Zanedaly g Sunrise (Baghdad) 6:28am
Amstordam 3 ania 8 75 [® | N & ualt City 81/42 ® PAKISTAN Hyderabad Sunrise (Frankiurt) 7:28am
Bahrain 6 texico City 71 45 | Cairo,/. 9 lyderaba Sunset (Baghdad) 5:06pm
Ee:y'\‘/‘\‘g g “;;'ﬂ':ﬂ' gg é; 84]55_ — b ~ 82/68 . Sunset (Frankfurt) 4:51pm
Bermuda & R BB ITT L sunaue Dhahtan.  pyp 5 i
s % Sofa 51 29 \ g o1/ - : 92/66. ~ Bombay'e
SR E R 88 Loue w3 M T Ty
THE UNITED STATES TOD,
Wl ok Gony by ey o - = As of noon, Eastorn U timo
i of ge far Jew Orleans Ir nio rate high temperature zones for the day
e T 7 gy Sobb o faer ol Moo %o S 1 o o g omporar s for oy
o Crio s P imosga 7 & i I s PGoy
byl 2 PO ComoueOnio 4 & Hoon Fo ok o PGa)  Son PGay
e 4 o et POy Huniovie i o & Sawmnen Fan
i 7RG s Crvs PGy inanapots Xanoma Gty Pody  Samate Py
S 9 Daborvom PGy, adsanyiss Pody  Omam Ry Sebvie 5
Ancomg 1 ok o oy O o So &
sheot = afona Beach G o Fa an Poy St ]
s ¢ Der G Kamasoy Ferdeton PGy 2521
e pog  Desiionss POy KeyWest POy e Pooy Sl 21
-1 y PGay o Tiodetia Py Fole oy
¢ Duun PGy Loke Chares POy Phosnn oy Sne S
e B POy Lo POy Pty PO Sogioan s
migpam ¢ s o
i pody B Goy  Loigon Potand Mane pooy  Sprodtedhlo s
o cere S Locon G Goy e
Y Evnoe PGy LiteFock G Proienee O B &
n Po Shonks Coy  Los s fa Pody  anee o
Sdlle PO 190 47 31 POdy  Louisvile aleigh- Dutham POy Topka o
o PGa  Fegat 4 7 Sow 4 &% dcay o Twsa o
ringont. Sy POy o O s &
sioou Neine P S o ison Pl ichmond POy Topao G
e PG Vime & Medou oo POdy Vi Pody FroNTS:
FeconSC. 4 o POty Hamphis oser Ston  WashogonDC. -4
reroconWia. r o PGay  Ham Boach Fo PGdy  Vipam Boach POy 0200t Acculather e AT e
erotenC. 61 r Gediocin 59 MO Ry S oy Vi PGay il
& ¢ Gon g Lo F o Vira rais e
hoeme 61 ¢ GroaiFals PGy lipsSia Fo Thomas an Seare oy iy | /3
hehgo G % pogy  Grendy PGy licoko o Gre @2 Gy Winigonbe PCoy Hoh U5t Showrs o Teloms Fures Swow oo Sumy PLGoy Gouy
oo 4 ¥ oo PGy Mongomery 7 L Gy © Ran Yo POY  Temman

Check our Relocation Guide
every Saturday to find

CS Redltors at your new station.
- STARSK.#STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

Scheduled to ETS




PAGE 20

 STARS AND STRIPES -

Horoscope

Saturn tumns retrograde, and it will
travel this way until March 21. Past
choices that made sense at the time
will be seen in a different
way as layers of emotion
and behavior are examined
more closely in the weeks
to come. We may feel silly
about some things we've
done, but that's better than
never maturing enough to
realize how silly we were.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(November 8). This is a
very good year for your
eaming potential and finan-
cial stability. If you're looking
for a big promotion or raise,
it's best to wait until after January to
approach the boss. Your love life
gets a boost, too — a crush that
begins during the holiday season
blossoms in the spring. Take a
chance, and start an extra income
source in February.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Your ruling planet sends the mes-
sage: Strut your stuff! With a little
flair, you'll edge out the competition,
and the so-called other guys won't
even know what hit them. Romantic
prospects are especially exciting
You're up for a dare.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Thanks to the lunar interaction with
your ruling planet, Venus, your
intuition is on target when it comes
to your two favorite things, love and
money. Buy a lottery ticket. You're
hard to resist now, so ask for the
moon.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Catch up on all that's been lagging,
starting with your office. You can be
incredibly productive emptying the
in-box, catching up on e-mail, and
delegating as much as you can to
others. You'll finally clear the air with
aloved one.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). A
weight is lifted from your chest as
Satum gives you a break from
something that's been troubling you.
Suddenly, financial stress and pres-
sure from the family — to settle
down, have kids and so on — ease
up considerably.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Take
advantage of the peace and quiet

Holiday Mathis

yourself as much as possible with-
out spending a whole lot. It's restor-
ative to take a long walk in a beauti-
ful setting or read a trashy novel

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
The more odds and ends you can
wrap up, Ihe better you'll feel. Focus

on getting rid of stuff

rather than adding to
what you've already got.
Take the dog to be
groomed, rake the lawn,
or make a donation.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Don't be
surprised if you feel a
sudden weliing up of
emotion as the scale tips
toward “overload.” You
may be expected to turn
on the charm when all
you really want to do is snack in
front of the TV. Rise to the occasion
instead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You're waiting for the right moment
to strike. Hold off for a few days —
your plans for world domination will
have a much better chance of suc-
cess. Until then, distract yourself
with beautiful things: artwork, music,
your partner.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Your social acumen impress-
es. Throw an impromptu party, or
make a toast. Mercury, the planet of
communication, is loving you now,
s0 you should have no trouble
finding the right words for any occa-
sion.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Things may feel a bit uneasy
at home, but this situation improves
shortly. In fact, this is the start of a
really exciting cycle. If you suddenly
find yourself feeling joyful for no
apparent reason, don't question it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Uranus, your ruling planet, is siring
those fidgety feelings. Avoid doing
anything too fast, especially driving.
Instead, channel that energy into
making preparations for all the good
you plan to do in the world.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Any sluggishness you've been
feeling for the past five months is
about to end. Gather all your best
ideas, and practice your sales pitch.
You'll soon get an energy injection
that will help you put all your big
dreams into practice.

Calvin and Hobbes

Jump Start

Cathy

Hi and Lois
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across 58 Trims 22 Between jobs
1 King preceder 59 Raw rock 23 Cultural climate
27 “— the Dog”
4 Fluster
9 Buddhist sect Down 29 Slay
12 Hibernation 1 Wood-shaping 30 Unseen
tool problem
I
13 ;C;:J,Ople, 2 Mainlander's 32 Oliver Twist's
14 Dos P memento request
gy 3 Massachusetts 34 Put back to
cape normal
15 E";’emd California 4 Singer Morissette 37 Hose
17 Upper limit 5 Hair ribbon of a attachment
18 Rommant sort 39 Soggy ground
6 Put2 and 2 42 Shape of the
19 Heavier Frisbee Shap:
21 Infamous Ms. together a
Bordon 7 Coasters 44 Fleur-de—
24 Former frosh 8 Greek sun god 45 “Kapow!”
25 Rhymin 9 Catholic skullcap 46 Sharpen
it 10 Jacob's brother 50 Erstwhile
11 Siestas garment
26 Caught sight of 16 ghriner's 51 Pair
28 Burpee chapeau 52 Show you're
merchandise 20 o P
g; g‘ge"::é s 21 Privation 53 Reuben holder
once ' Answer to Previous Puzzle

35 Harrow rival

36 Author Anya

38 Prized
possession

40 Actress Carrere

41 Piratic potation

43 “Bye!”

45 Breathe with
difficulty

47 Not quite quadri-

48 — polloi

49 Founder of a
Persian religion

54 Reply (Abbr.)

55 Truth twisters

56 Dryly humorous

57

11-8 CRYPTOQUIP

RQIV ] SIVXJCPP LINPTIY
DAA, D GQDVS GQI UCPLAIT
TDXQG RIAA L1 AlJUDVX
YDNSVIYY.

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF A PLUMBER
DECIDES TO GO FOR SOMETHING RISKY,
COULD YOU SAY HE TAKES THE PLUNGER?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals L
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Suspicious of dad-in-law’s plans

Dear Abby: 1 was married
nine months ago to a man I love
dearly. It has been an adjustment
for all of us, and at times it has
been stressful. We have been
working on some issues, but for
the most part we're doing well
have a12-year-old daughter I 11
call “Ginger.”

The problem is my new
father-in-law, “Grant.” He
lives alone a few slates
away from us. We see him
only a few times a year.
barely know him. Grant
has been asking to take
Ginger alone for a week-
end at his secluded home.
T have a real problem with
that. Grant also asked to
take Ginger to visit his
mother — an even farther
distance. He planned to
have my daughter alone
with him in a hotel for a week.
said no.

Grant plans these outings in his
head and then gets upset when I
say no. ’m not comfortable allow-
ing my innocent child to spend
time alone with a man in his 60s
whom I don’t know very well.

I have invited Grant to our

Dear

home so he can get to know us
both, and he always has an excuse
not to come. I don’t want to place
Ginger in a situation that I am not
Lomforldble with. What should T

— Worried Mother
in Massachusetts
Dear Worried Mother:

Stick to your guns and
insist that your fa-
ther-in-law “get to
know” your daughter
only in'situations that
you can supervise.
There is a reason why
your alarm bells are
¥inging, and frankly,
after reading your letter,
they went off in my
head, too. Listen to your
motherly instinct.

Dear Abby

Dear Abby: 1havea
warning for your readers. It is
always touching to hear stories of
long-lost loves being reunited to
then live happily ever after. I had
alove like that in high school. He
was in the Army in California.

We met again after 41 years,
fell in love, and began what
seemed like a dream come true. I

gave up a great job and proximity
to family and friends to relocate to
Washington. My dream turned
into a financially and emotionally
draining nightmare. After a year
and a half of marriage that vol-
leyed between cruelty and reassur-
ances of his love, I confirmed my
intuition that he had been lying
and cheating the whole time.

1 am writing to urge others to
be cautious. Do not misplace your
trust as I did.

— Betrayed After All These Years

Dear Betrayed: Whlle it's true

JUNMIELE

Unscrambe these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

FETHY

©2004 Tribun Media S:
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that many childhoo
successfully vekmdlc that old
flame in later life, it's also true
that as people grow older they
sometimes change — and not
always for the better. That's why
it’s important to look carefully
before you leap into anything and
take nothing for granted.

Be glad you know the truth and
are again in control of your future
because it's not over until you
take your last breath.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Time for daughter to act like adult

Dear Annie: we
recently found out that
our 25-year-old daughter,
“Katie,” has once again
dropped out of college.
Although she works full
time and is paying her
own living expenses, her
father and I had been
paying for her car, tu-
ition and books, so she
could attend school part
time. I discovered that
she has not attended
classes for the last year, but she
kept the tuition and book money
we sent.

1 told Katie how disappointed
we are and asked why she lied,
but she became defensive and
hung up the phone. I love my
daughter, but I am so mad and
hurt that I don’t know what to do.
Any suggestions?

— Taken for a Ride

Dear Taken: You know why
Katie lied — because you would
cut off the gravy train if you
knew the truth. We don’t blame

Annie’s Mail

you for being angry.
Mailbox 7 Katie you are
going to consider that
money a loan (know-
ing, of course, that she
is not likely to repay
it). Then, treat her as
the adult she is. Let her
know you love her and
you trust she will make
the right decisions for
her future, even if you
don't agree. If she
wants to go back to
college, she will be responsible
for her own tuition and books. (If
you are feeling particularly gen-
erous, you can offer to pick up
the tab after the first year — paid
directly to the school, of course.)

Dear Annie: I read a letter in
your column from “Teacher,”
who also is the parent of an
ADHD child. I wish I had read
her letter years earlier, because I
could have saved my ADHD son
alot of problems.

1 was one of those parents who
didn’t want my child drugged

because he had a great personali-
ty and I thought the drugs would
make him a zombie. Well, as he
got older, his personality
changed. He became angry,
mouthy and rebellious. His
grades were terrible, and he was
on the verge of failing. I finally
had to admit I wasn’t doing him
any favors by not putting him on
the proper medication.

Annie, I now have my old son
back. He is happy again, sociable
and charming, excited about
school and nothing like the zom-
bie I feared. T only wish I had put
him on this medication earlier.

— Made the Right Choice

Dear Right Choice: Thank you
for letting our readers know that
the right medication can make a
world of difference.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy

Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace
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Print answer here:

Jumbles: OPIUM

Saturday’s
Answer:

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

{ have all 1

my outits

A WELL-DRESSED
MAN WITH SCUFFED
SHOES LACKS THIS.

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

(Answers tomorrow)

HONOR  UPHELD  TYRANT

What the politician did when he hosted the

fund raiser — "POURED” IT ON

Family Circus

-8
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“I've seen this video before,
Grandma, so is it okay if | talk
through it?”

©Gary Larson
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Non Sequitur
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Colts, Vikings prepare for offensive battle

BY MICHAEL MAROT
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Peyton Manning
leads the AFC in passer rating and touch-
down passes this season. Daunte Culpep-
per has done the same in the NFC.

Now each quarterback may have to per-
form perfectly.

‘When the Indianapolis Colts and Minne-
sota Vikings meet Monday night, Manning
and Culpepper know there will be a little
margin for error. One failed drive won’t be
just another lost opportunity; it could be
the difference between winning and losing.

“As an offense, we have high goals and
expectations,” Manning said. “We're disap-
pointed when we punt because we feel
we're better than that.”

The game could be one of this season’s
most entertaining.

Indianapolis (4-3) and Minnesota (5-2)
rank among the NFL’s top offenses and
worst defenses, setting up an anticipated
shootout between teams that need a victo-

ry.

The Vikings had a four-game winning
streak end last week while the Colts are try-
ing to snap their first two-game skid in al-
most two years.

On paper, the teams look alike.

Indianapolis has Manning, last year’s
€o-MVP; Marvin Harrison, a five-time Pro
Bowler and the NFL record-holder for
most receptions in a season; Edgerrin
James, a two-time NFL rushing champ;
and Reggie Wayne and Brandon Stokley,
who have become consistent targets this
year.

Minnesota counters with Culpepper, a
two-time Pro Bowl starter; Randy Moss,
the league’s biggest deep threat; and three
potentially dangerous runners in Mewelde
Moore, Michael Bennett and Onterrio
Smith, who is returning after a four-game
substance-abuse suspension.

But Moss will miss a game for the first
time in his NFL career, sitting out with a
strained right hamstring.

Without Moss, the Vikings looked like a
different team in last week’s 34-13 loss to
the New York Giants, which is why the Vi-
kings are making contingency plans.

Indianapolis Colts quarterback Peyton Manning (18) hands off to running back Edgerin
James on Oct. 31. The Colts, have one of the league's top offenses and worst defenses,
just like their Monday Night Football opponent Minnesota Vikings.

“I'm hoping they don’t score 40 points,”
Vikings coach Mike Tice said. “You have
to be prepared to stop them. Does it hap-
pen? Not always. I just hope we can slow
them down because I don’t think you can
stop them.”

During the first half of the season, the
Colts’ biggest opponent has been their de-
fense.

While averaging a league-high 31.1
points and punting only 22 times, second in
the NFL, the Colts simply cannot stay on
the field long enough.

Opponents have usually played keep-
away against a defense close to a
record-setting pace for yards allowed and
which has yielded the fourth-highest scor-
ing average (25.4) in the NFL.

The two times opponents tried to play
up-tempo against the Colts, it’s been wild.

Indianapolis won Round 1, beating Green
Bay 45-31, and lost Round 2, 45-35 at Kan-
sas City last week.

Minnesota’s offense could create even
more problems.

Culpepper already has set an NFL
record by throwing for five touchdowns in
three games this year, while Moore averag-
es 5.9 yards per carry, Bennett has sprint-
er’s speed and Smith is the power back.

If that means Round 3 will come Mon-
day night, at least some people in the stadi-
um will enjoy it.

“I think it's a fun matchup,” Vikings of-
fensive coordinator Scott Linehan said.
“We’re going to get a chance to play each
other, and see who’s the best.”

Colts coach Tony Dungy, a former defen-
sive coordinator, is hoping for a different
kind of game.

3 a.m. Tuesday
AFN-Atlantic, AFN-Radio

Game time is Central European Time.

After the Colts gave up 590 yards to the
Chiefs, Dungy has preached consistency
all week. Monday night will be the next big
test.

“We've got to do a better job of not put-
ting people in scoring position,” Dungy
said. “You can’t give people extra chances
when they have good offenses.”

There are other problems, too.

Indy’s smallish defense faces a much
heftier Vikings line. Plus, a secondary rav-
aged by injuries must also contend with
Minnesota’s big receivers such as Marcus
Robinson.

Starting cornerback Donald Strickland
is out for the season with a torn labrum in
his right shoulder, and Strickland’s replace-
ment, Joseph Jefferson, is questionable
with a sore right knee. The other starter,
Jason David, is expected to play despite a
hip injury.

If starting strong safety Mike Doss can-
not play because of a strained groin, rookie
Bob Sanders will make his first NFL start.

Culpepper isn’t worried about the Colts’
defense. He just wants to make sure every-
thing clicks for the Vikings.

“We want to be good on every play,” he
said. “We want to execute every time,
make the adjustments, and the ones who
make the plays are the ones who win
games.”

And one failure Monday night could be
one failure too many.

“We want to be perfect on every play,”
Stokley said. “If we aren’t and we do lose
the game, then that’s on us. It doesn’t mat-
ter if the defense gives up 800 yards, that’s
onus.”

Melvin faces long rebuilding road with Diamondbacks

BY BOB BAUM
The Associated Press

PHOENIX — After the Wally
Backman fiasco, the Arizona Dia-
mondbacks were fortunate to
have a handy and willing backup
choice in Bob Melvin.

The low-key Melvin so coveted
the managing job that he brushed
aside any concern about being
the team’s second choice.

“This is the one I really want-
ed,” he said. “This is where I feel
most at home.”

That home, though, is in disar-
ray. Melvm faces some major

a team

they are announced, as well as
who they are and how they con-
duct themselves, will go a long
‘way toward restoring faith in this
organization,” General Manager
Joe Garagiola Jr. said.

Melvin has lived in the Phoenix
area for nearly a dozen years.

When he was fired after two
seasons as manager of the Seattle
Mariners, his eyes were on the Di-
amondbacks job. He was one of
three finalists — and the top
choice of many within the organi-
zation — but he lost out to Back-
man, whose fiery temperament
and aggressive style won over
partner Ken Kendrick.

coming Off one of the worst sea-
sons in baseball history, at
51-111. And the franchise must
mend an image damaged by the
events of the past week.

Melvin, bench coach under
Bob Brenly when the Diamond-
backs won the World Series in
2001, brings a familiar face and a
likable demeanor to the task.

“I think the record of Bob
Melvin, and the coaches when

Backman was introduced as
the new manager Monday. Three
days later, Melvin's phone rang.
‘The Diamondbacks wanted anoth-
er meeting, and they asked if he
would still be interested in the
job.

After The New York Times re-
ported about Backman’s two ar-
rests, the Diamondbacks belated-
ly hired a company to do a back-
ground check.

the same direction,

Arizona Diamondbac!

&k When you get 25 guys going
in the right direction, in

very powerful thing. 9y
Bob Melvin

it'sa

ks manager

What they discovered led them
to change course.

Atanother news conference Fri-
day, Kendrick announced that
Backman — who never signed a
contract — would not get the job.

Instead, Melvin agreed to a
two-year deal with club options.

“We made a mistake, and
we've decided to turn the page
and move forward in a different
direction,” said chairman Jeff
Moorad, who has known Melvin
for 20 years. “That direction,
though, is one we're very optimis-
tic about.”

Melvin wants to return to the
old-school professionalism that

was the trademark of Arizona’s
best teams.

“The one thing that we did very
well here was play as a team,”
Melvin said. “Sometimes it’s not
the highest payroll. Sometimes
it’s not the most All-Star Game ap-
pearances among players on your
team. It's getting 25 guys to go in
the right direction and huy into it,
and believe in their roles. When
you get 25 guys going in the right
direction, in the same direction,
it's a very powerful thing.”

Melvin played catcher for
seven teams over 10 seasons in
the majors, hitting .233 in 692

games.
He was Phil Garner’s bench

coach with Milwaukee in 1999
and moved with Garner to De-
troit the next season. Brenly, a
close friend, elvin as
bench coach in 2001, and the two
were together through the 2002
season. Melvin was hired to re-
place Lou Piniella in Seattle, and
the team went 93-59 in his first
year. But Seattle faded to 63-99
last season, and Melvin lost his
job.

0 years as a manager, he
said, helped him learn better how
to communicate with players,
among other things.

Just what kind of team he will
have in Arizona is a big question.
The Diamondbacks want to
re-sign Richie Sexson, but the
slugger rejected the team’s latest
offer and will test the free-agent
market.

Arizona needs at least one start-
ing pitcher, a center fielder and
at least one middle infielder.
Randy Johnson has one year and
$16 million left on his contract
with the Diamondbacks. He
might want to go to a contender,
and Arizona might be willing to
entertain offers.
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Woods closing lousy season with flourish

Former No. 1 tied for lead in Tour Championship F#%

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — What used to be
routine felt like a novelty to Tiger
Woods.

After four straight birdies on
his way to a S-under 65 at East
Lake, the former No. 1 player in
the world was introduced Satur-
day as one of the 54-hole leaders
in the Tour Championship.

‘Woods raised his cap in mock
celebration, and for good reason.
1t's been more than a year since
he has been in this position.

“I think I've made steady
progress,” said Woods, who has
only one victory this year and lost
his No. 1 ranking two months ago
to Vijay Singh. “This is just mere-
ly a continuation of it.”

The final round shapes up as a
battle of the ages.

oods  was  tied  with
50-year-old Jay Haas, who recov-
ered from two early bogeys for a
68. They were at 9-under 201 and
will be paired together Sunday,
two close friends born 22 years
apart who haven’t won in a while.

Of course, that should be kept
in perspective.

Woods has gone 19 stroke-play
tournaments without winning —
his longest drought since turning
pro in 1996. Haas has gone 11
years and 276 tournaments since

his last victory, the 1993 Texas

“I definitely won't be the favor-
ite tomorrow,” Haas said. “But
what he does shouldn't affect
what I do.”

Woods lost 36-hole leads in
back-to-back weeks in May, the
first sign that he no longer was
the dominant force he was. That’s
what makes Sunday such an inter-
esting test.

Woods is ruthless with at least
a share of the 54-hole lead, win-
ning 30 of 32 times in that posi-
tion. Putting together his best
back-to-back rounds in four years
only made him feel that much
more confident.

“P'm going to give it my best,”
Woods said.

US. Open champion Retief
Goosen, playing with Woods, also
made four straight birdies and
had the outright lead until he
failed to save par from two bun-
kers on the back nine. He shot 69
and was four shots behind, along
with Mike Weir (67) and Stephen
Ames (70).

Singh’s bid to finish the year
with 10 victories — the most since

Sam Snead won 11 times in 1950
— crashed with an indifferent
round of 70 that left him 11 shots
out of the lead.

“You've got to be in contention
to be 100 percent into it,” Singh
said. “I'm just not into it.”

‘Woods got himself into the mix
with his two lowest consecutive
rounds (64-65) since he won the
Canadian Open four years ago by
closing with 64-65-64. Of course,
that was when Woods was at the
height of his game.

He has gone through swing
changes this year that have result-
ed in his worst year as a pro —
only one victory, at the Match
Play Championship in late Febru-
ary when he could get away with
some bad shots and ugly rounds.

Sorenstam dominates
in Mizuno Classic victory

OTSU, Japan — Annika Soren-
stam matched Laura Davies’
LPGA Tour record for consecu-
tive victories in a tournament Sun-
day, closing with a 7-under 65 for
her fourth straight Mizuno Clas-
sic title.

Sorenstam won her seventh
LPGA Tour title of the year and
55th overall, finishing at 22-under
194 for a nine-stroke victory over
three players. She tied the record
for consecutive victories in an

Tiger Woods hits out of the gallery to the second green during the third
round of the Tour Championship on Saturday in Atlanta. Woods entered
Sunday’s final round tied for the lead with PGA veteran Jay Haas.

event set by Davies in the 1994-97
Standard Register Ping.

After opening with a 63 and
shooting a 66 Saturday to take a
four-stroke lead into the final
round, Sorenstam opened an
eight-shot advantage with an
eagle and three birdies in a four-
hole stretch on the front nine.

Japan’s Ai Miyazato and Mich-
ie Ohba shot 63s to tie for second
with South Korea’s Grace Park
(67) at 13 under.

Pavin third in Vietnam

HANOI, Vietnam — Former
U.S. Open champion Corey Pavin
finished third Sunday in the inau-
gural Vietnam Masters, which
was won by Angelo Que of the
Philippines.

Que shot a 2-under-par 70 for a
two-stroke victory.

Pavin, who closed with a 70,
birdied the third, fifth and sev-
enth holes but was slowed by a
bogey on the 13th.

Radecliffe wins closest-ever NYC Marathon

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Maybe this will make up
for her Olympic heartbreak.

Britain’s Paula Radcliffe surged ahead in
the final feet Sunday to win the tightest New
York City Marathon in history in 2 hours, 23
minutes, 10 seconds — less than three months
after pulling out of the Athens Games just a
few miles from the finish in a fit of tears.

Radcliffe edged Kenya’s
Susan Chepkemei by 4 sec-
onds to become the race’s

bl i o Keyan wormens

35 -0l champion since 2000. She

raised her arms in triumph
after crossing the line and
wrapped herself in the Union Jack flag.

No crying this time around.

‘The previous record for closest women’s fin-
ish in New York was 5 seconds, Wanda Pan-
fil's margin over Kim Jones in 1990.

“I was reasonably confident I could over-
take her,” Radcliffe said.

The men’s race wasn't nearly as thrilling,
with Hendrik Ramaala of South Africa win-
ning in 2:09:28 for his first marathon victory.

Olympic silver medalist Meb Keflezighi of
the United States was next across, 25 seconds
behind.

Major leaguers go deep in win over Japan

TOKYO — The Japanese won the pregame
home run derby. Then the game started and
the major league All-Stars put their bats to
work.

Back-to-back home runs by Moises Alou
and Vernon Wells in the fourth inning and by
Johnny Estrada and Brad Wilkerson in the
ninth powered the major leaguers past the
Japanese stars 7-3 Sunday for a 3-0 lead in the
eight-game series.

Wells went 3-for-4 and had a two-run dou-
ble to put his team up 5-3 in the eighth. The
Toronto Blue Jays outfielder was the MVP of
Game 3.

The game marked the return to Japan of
Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Kazuhisa Ishii,
who last pitched in the country in the 2001
Japan Series for the Yakult Swallows. Ishii
started and went five innings, allowing five
hits and one earned run while striking out
two.

“It felt strange pitching against [Atsuya] Fu-
ruta,” said Ishii, referring to his former bat-
terymate with the Swallows. “I couldn’t even
look him straight in the face.”

St. Louis Cardinals reliever Ray King
worked two-thirds of an inning for the win.

United win shootout, reach MLS Cup

WASHINGTON — Nick Rimando stopped
Clint Dempsey’s shootout kick, and D.C. Unit-
ed rode Brian Carroll's successful boot mo-
ments earlier to a 4-3 victory Saturday over
the New England Revolution and advanced to

e MLS Cup.

It was the first Major League Soccer game
ever decided by penalty kicks.

Eastern Conference champion United will
play Western Conference winner Kansas City
for the title on Nov. 14 in Carson, Calif.

le teams were tied at 3 after 90 minutes of
regulation and two 15-minute sudden-death
overtimes, forcing the game to alternating
penalty kicks.

The teams were tied at three kicks apiece
after five shooters.

s sixth shooter, Carroll drove a shot
hlgh and to the left, out of the reach of Revolu-
tion goalkeeper Matt Reis.

Rimando then saved Dempsey’s try to pre-
serve the win and give United the conference
championship. That sent an RFK Stadium
crowd of 21,101 into a frenzy.

Safin captures third Paris Masters crown
PARIS — Marat Safin overpowered Radek
Stepanek 6-3, 7-6 (), 6-3 with the help of 16
aces Sunday to win his record-tying third
Paris Masters title.
Safin, the 2000 U.S. Open champion,

claimed his 14th career championship.
Stepanck was appearing in his first ATP Tour
final.

Safin also won the Paris Masters in 2000
and 2002, and lost to Andre Agassi in the 1999
final.

Tszyu KOs Mitchell to retain IBF title

GLENDALE, Ariz. — IBF junior welter-
weight champion Kostya Tszyu retained his
title’ Saturday night, demolishing Sharmba
Mitchell in less than three rounds of the
long-awaited rematch between the former ti-
tleholders.

Tszyu (31-1) knocked Mitchell down four
times — three in the third round.

The last time, the relentless native of a Rus-
sian steel-mill city dropped Mitchell to his
knees with two combinations, then hit him
with two right hands, two lefts ‘and a right be-
fore referee Raul Caiz stepped in at the 2:48
mark.

Tszyu was credited with a seven-round tech-
nical knockout of Mitchell (55-4) when they
fought on Feb. 3, 2001. But that was because
Mitchell had to retire after reinjuring his left

This time, Tszyu, a former champion of all
three major divisions, left no question about
his supremacy at 140 pounds, getting his 25th
knockout and improving to 15-1 in world
championship bouts.

U.S. women’s unbeaten run over

PHILADELPHIA — Denmark snapped the
U.S. women's soccer team’s 21-game unbeat-
en streak Saturday, beating the Americans
3-1in an exhibition match.

“They’re a very good team,” U.S. captain
Julie Foudy said. “It reminds us that the
world is getting better and it makes our ac-
complishments more sweet.”

Marete Pedersen scored two goals for Den-

mark.
The U.S. team had not lost since a 3-1 set-
back to Sweden on March 18.

McMurray
edges out
Kyle Busch

The Associated Press

AVONDALE, Ariz. — Jamie
McMurray beat a bitterly dis-
appointed Kyle Busch on Sat-
urday, winning the NASCAR
Busch Series race at Phoenix
International Raceway.

They swapped the lead
twice in the final 27 laps. But
McMurray used a surpnsmg
outside pass on a restart 1
laps from the scheduled finish
to grab the lead from Busch
for the final time in the
Bashas’ Supermarket 200.

Busch, who dominated the
race, leading 151 of the first
190 laps, got a last chance to
get back past McMurray’s
Dodge after Shane Hmiel and
Kevin Harvick collided, ignit-
ing a multicar crash with four
laps to go in regulation.

Without time to restart the
race before lap 200 NASCAR
finished
green-white- checker» two-] lap
overtime that began on lap
204

But McMurray, who led
four times for 47 of the 205
laps on the one-mile oval, easi-
ly held off the rookie this time
as Busch found himself having
to fend off series leader Mar-
tin Truex Jr. to hold on to sec-
ond place.

“That was a great win for
us,” said McMurray, a Nextel
Cup regular who got his sixth
Busch win and second of the
season.
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Expansion Bohcats
claim first victory

The Associated Press

HARLOTTE, N.C. — Gerald
Wallace slid face-first off the
court after a hard foul, popped
back up and looked at the score-
board. He wasn’t seeing things —
the Charlotte Bobcats really were
on their way to the first win in
franchise history.

The expansion Bobcats wres-
tled for rebounds, scrambled
after loose balls and outhustled
the Orlando Magic en route to a
111-100 victory on Saturday
night.

Primoz Brezec, quickly emerg-
ing as Charlotte’s star player, had
20 points and 10 rebounds to lead
the Bobcats. Wallace added 18
points and 10 rebounds, Steve
Smith had 14 points, and Jason
Hart had 14 points and 11 assists.

Cuttino Mobley led the Magic
with 23 points. Grant Hill, playing
in his first back-to-back games
since Dec. 15-16, 2002, scored 16
for the Magic. Hedo Turkoglu
also had 16.

Celtics 107, Knicks 73: Paul
Pierce scored 28 points, Ricky
Davis added 20, and Boston shot
56 percent to win for the first
time this season aﬁer opening
with two losses at homg

The Celtics began pulhng away
late in the first quarter, then
closed the first half with a 13-0
run. Boston went ahead by as
many as 33 before the third quar-
ter ended, and the only suspense
in the fourth quarter revolved
around how many of the booing
New York fans would stick
around until the end.

Heat 118, Wizards 106: Dwy-
ane Wade had career highs with
37 points and 12 assists to again
overshadow Shaquille O’Neal,
and visiting Miami improved to
3-0 for the second time in fran-
chise history.

‘Wade made 11 of 16 field goals,
14 of 16 free throws and outshone
the Wizards trio of Gilbert Are-
nas, Antawn Jamison and Larry
Hughes, who combined for 77
points and rallied host Washing-
ton from a 10-point third-quarter
deficit to tie the game late.

istons 7 91:
Chauncey Blllups had 20 points
and 10 assists, and Richard
Hamilton added 17 points, lead-
mg Detroit over visiting Philadel-

Rasheed Wallace scored 16
points, and Ben Wallace had 11
points and 16 rebounds for the
Pistons, who were without coach
Larry Brown for a second
straight game. Brown is hospital-
ized after having hip surgery on
Wednesday.

Timberwolves 99, rmets
92: Latrell Sprewell ended a
quiet night with a flurry, scoring
seven points over a two-minute
span down the stretch to spark
Minnesota at home.

Sprewell, whose contract com-
plaints have been the main focus
of this first week of the Timber-
wolves’ season, finished with 14
points and five rebounds.

Kevin Garnett had eight of his
29 points in a 70-second span with
less than two minutes remaining.
He also grabbed 15 rebounds.

'

Roundup

Pacers 100, Bulls 90: With
five players sitting out and both
All Stars on the bench with foul
trouble, a group of role players
helped Indiana pull away for a vic-
tory over visiting Chicago.

Jones  hit  three
Lhree pomtexs during the 19-6
spurt in the third quarter, and
Stephen Jackson led the way with
24 points and four steals to help
Lhe banged-up Pacers improve to

Indlana was up 62-57 with just
over six minutes to play when
Ron Artest and Jermaine O’Neal
picked up their fourth fouls.
That's when a group including
Jackson, Jones, Jamaal Tinsley,
Austin Croshere and David Harri-
son extended Indiana’s lead.

Suns 112, Nets 80: Steve
Nash had 17 points and eight as-
sists, and visiting Phoenix rode
57.4-percent shooting to its third
straight victory.

Amare Stoudemire added 22
pomts. Joe Johnson had 18 and

awn Marion for Phoenix,
whlch came into the game averag-
ing an NBA-best 110 points.

Bucks 102, Cavaliers 88:
Michael Redd scored 28 points
and Keith Van Horn had 22
points and 14 rebounds for the
Bucks in their home opener.

Bron James scored 31 points
for Cleveland, winless in three
games this season. Jeff McInnis
added 16 points and Drew Good-
en had 12 for the Cavs.

Mavericks 112, Grizzlies 88:
Dirk Nowitzki hit a nifty basket
that turned into a three-point play
in Dallas’ game-turning surge
and finished with 22 points.

There might be a lot of new
pieces, but Nowitzki and Michael
Finley remain the centerpieces
for the Mavericks, who improved
to 3-0 after overcoming an early
12-point deficit at home. Finley
added 23 points, and Nowitzki
also had 13 rebounds.

Jazz 106, Nuggets 82: Carlos
Boozer had 30 points and 17 re-
bounds, and Andrei Kirilenko
added 16 points to help visiting
Utah stay unbeaten.

After opening the season with
easy wins over the Los Angeles
Lakers and Golden State, Utah
put the Nuggets away early with
good shooting and even better de-
fense to open with three straight
wins for the first time since going
5-0in 2000-01.

Rockets 104, Kings 101 (OT):
Charlie  Ward  mad two
three-pointers in overtime, Yao
Ming scored 33 points for the
Rockets, who rallied late in their
home opener.

Tracy McGrady added 23
points in his Houston debut.

Clippers 94, Warriors 86:
Corey Maggette had 26 points
and six assists, and Bobby Sim-
mons added 22 points to lead Los
Angeles past Golden State for its
11th victory in 14 meetings be-
tween the teams in Oakland.
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Chang sets
two passing
records

BY JAYMES SONG

The Associated Press

HONOLULU — Timmy Chang
became the most prolific passer
in college history Saturday night,
throwing for 285 yards and four
touchdowns in Hawaii’s 34-23 vic-
tory over Louisiana Tech.

Chang needed just 14 yards to
break Ty Detmer’s NCAA career
mark of 15,031 yards set from
1988-91, and overtook the Heis-
man Trophy winner from BYU
with a 7-yard touchdown pass to
Jason Rivers on Hawaii’s second
series.

“It’s very special, I'm not going
to lie,” Chang said. “Right now,
T'm not really thinking about it,
but I'm going to look back on it
and be very pleased.”

The crowd erupted and gave
Chang a standing ovation as the
referees handed him the game
ball. Chang — who finished the
game with 15,303 yards — ran
across the ﬁeld and gave the ball
and a hug to his father, Levi, on
the sideline.

“I just told him I loved him and
I wanted to thank him,” Chang
said. “Your family is probably the
most underrated people around
you, and my family played a big
Tole in my life.”

Teammates poured onto the
field as flashbulbs sparkled in
Aloha Stadium.

“He’s a special guy,” Bulldogs
coach Jack Bicknell said. “He
made the big plays and he’s a
great kid.”

On the first play of the second
quarter, the fifth-year senior
from Honolulu also broke the
NCAA career completions mark
of 1,231 held by Texas Tech’s
KIiff Kingsbury.

Chang finished 26-for-42, and
Rivers caught eight passes for
137 yards.

Don't Shortchange Your Boiy)

Oy it the
CoolMax & Lycra Advantage|
Specially Designed for Miitary Personnel|
Coolmax® Tshirt, Socks & Underwear
t

Utah quarterback Alex Smith (11) prepares to pass to wide receiver
Paris Warren for a touchdown against Colorado State.

Smith keeps Utah
rolling toward BCS

BY DOUG ALDEN
The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — Sev-
enth-ranked Utah has its first 9-0
start and has scored more points
than any other team in school his-
tory.
And there’s more to go.

Alex Smith threw for 291 yards
and four touchdowns to lead Utah
past Colorado State 63-31 on Sat-
urday night, continuing his Heis-
man Trophy campaign and his
team’s hopes for a Bowl Champi-
onship Series bid.

“I keep expecting to hit a road-
block sometime, but this team
keeps proving me wrong,” said
Smith, who completed 21 of 26
passes. “Otfenswely, I don’t know
who can stop us.”

So far, nobody has — and re-
cently no one has even come
close.

Morgan Scalley returned a fum-
ble 88 yards for a score and
Marty Johnson and Paris Warren
both scored three touchdowns to
help the Utes (9-0, 5-0 Mountain
West) break the school record for
points in a season with 412. That
tops the 405 points scored in 1985
and Utah still has two regular-sea-
son games to go.

“We not only play for this team,
but we play for teams in the past,”
Scalley said. Being “9-0 is great,
but it doesn’t mean a lot unless we
keep rolling.”

The Utes, who have had two
other 8-0 starts, scored more than
50 points for the third straight

week and moved a step closer to a
perfect season and a possible BCS
bid — the first for a school outside
the six BCS conferences.

An Orange Bowl representative
attended the game, and the Utes
once again put on a scoring dis-
play, although hoping for a spot in
the national title game might be
aiming a little high. Utah was
sixth in the BCS standings enter-
ing the weekend and had little
trouble beating the Rams (3-6,
2-3) for the second straight sea-

son.

The Utes had four scoring
drives of 80 yards or more and
forced five turnovers.

“Utah is the best in the Moun-
tain West. There’s no question
about that,” said Rams coach
Sonny Lubick, who had Meyer as
an assistant at Colorado State in
the early 90s. “Offensively, this
team is consistent. They’re explo-
sive. They’ve got a nice scheme.”

Colorado State’s Caleb Hanie
was 11-for-25 for 190 yards and
two touchdowns, but also threw
three interceptions. Hanie also
ran for a touchdown during Colo-
rado State’s 21-point fourth quar-
ter against the Utah reserves.

The Utes scored three touch-
downs in each of the first two
quarters and rested Smith, who is
hoping to be Utal’s first Heisman
Trophy finalist, for most of the
second half. He came back in mid-
way through the fourth quarter
after Colorado State’s three touch-
downs, and threw his fourth TD
pass of the game, but the outcome
was never in question.
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Cavs shut out Terps,
stay tied atop ACC

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. —
Wali Lundy ran for two touch-
downs, giving him 14 this season,
and No 12 Vnrg1ma remained in a
first-place tie in the Atlantic
Coast Conference with a 16-0 win
over Maryland on Saturday.

In a game that has grown into a
bitter rivalry, neither team
Jooked especially sharp at the be-
ginning. But the Cavaliers (7-1,
4-1 ACO) wore down the Terra:
pins (4-5, 2-4) on the ground, run-
ning for 295 yards. Alvin Pear-
man led the way with 170 yards
on 31 carries, and Lundy added
107 yards on 24 attempts.

Vlrgmld 's defense also played a

huge role, not allowing quarter-
back Joel Statham to follow up his
333-yard performance in a 20-17
victory against Florida State last
week, or Josh Allen to come any-
where near the career-best 257
yards he ran for against Virginia
last year.

Statham was 10-for-17 for just
115 yards before being replaced
by Jordan Steffy in the fourth
quarter. Statham was intercepted
twice by linebacker Ahmad
Brooks. Allen ran for 39 yards on
10 tries.

No. 8 Georgia 62, Kentucky
17: In Lexington, Ky, David
Greene passed for 259 yards and
set an NCAA Division I-A record
for victories by a quarterback
with 40, breaking former Tennes-
see star Peyton Manning’s mark.

Georgia (8-1, 6-1 SEC) prepped
for its showdown with No. 3 Au-
burn by scoring on six consecu-
tive possessions against the Wild-
cats (1-8, 0-6), who have lost
seven straight.

Freshman tailback Thomas
Brown ran for a career-high 130
yards and had three short TD
Tuns for Georgia, which had a sea-
son-high 589 yards of total of-
fense. The Bulldogs’ point total
was their highest since a 70-6
rout of Northeast Louisiana in
1994.

No. 13 Florida St. 29, Duke 7:
In Tallahassee, Fla., backup quar-
terback Wyatt Sexton led three
long scoring drives in the second
half, and Gary Cismesia tied a
school record with five field goals
in his college debut.

Sexton completed 11 of 15 pass-
es for 220 yards and a touchdown
while taking the Seminoles (7-2,
5-2 ACC) on drives of 93, 80 and
70 yards to break open a tight
game with 20 straight points. Sex-
ton replaced Chris Rix, who
failed to get the Seminoles into
the end zone in the first half.

No. 15 West Virginia 42, Tem-
ple 21: Kay-Jay Harris caught
two scoring passes and ran for
two other touchdowns to lead
West Virginia at home.

West Virginia’s Chris Henry,
benched for the first half after
being ejected last week against
Rutgers, caught a 40-yard TD
pass from Rasheed Marshall late
in the third quarter. Henry, who
had two unsportsmanlike penal-
ties last week, flipped the ball
around his body after the scoring
catch. The ball hit a Temple play-
er, but Henry, motioning that it
was meant for the referee, wasn’t
flagged.

West Virginia (81, 4-0 Big
East) struggled again on defense,
but Temple (1-8, 0-4) couldn’t con-
vert its many opportunities into
scores.

No. 18 Virginia Tech 27, North
Carolina 24: Mike Imoh ran for
236 yards and two touchdowns
and the visiting Hokies survived
alate North Carolina rally, which
fell short when the Tar Heels
missed a tying 54-yard field goal
with about a minute lef

he Tar Heels, who upset
Miami last week on a last-play
field goal by freshman Connor
Barth, seemed poised for more
late-game heroics. North Caroli-
na drove to the Tech 26 in the clos-
ing minutes, but an 11-yard sack
of Darian Durant on third down
made Barth’s job much tougher.
His 54-yard attempt fell short.

No. 20 lowa 23, Purdue 21:
Drew Tate threw two touchdown
passes and Iowa 7-2, 5-1 Big Ten
forced five turnovers and blocked
two field goals to run its home
winning streak to 17, the
fuunh -longest string in the na-

“Brandon Kirsch, starting in
place of the injured Kyle Orton,
threw three touchdown passes for
Purdue. But his miscues in the
fourth quarter, one fumble and
two_interceptions, scuttled Pur-
due’s attempt to rally from a
17-point deficit.

Kirsch was 25-for-42 for 280
yards, including a 10-yard TD
pass to Taylor Stubblefield in the
final minutes. Stubblefield fin-
ished with 1S5 catches for 153
yards. But the Hawkeyes recov-
ered the ensuing onside kick to
hand Purdue its fourth straight
loss, its first skid of that length
since 1993.

Cincinnati 52, No. 21 South-
emn Miss 24: Gino Guidugli
threw three of his Cinci
nati-record five touchdown pass-
es to Hannibal Thomas.

Guidugli was 19-for-26 for 308
yards for visiting Cincinnati (5-4,
4-2 Conference USA), which
snapped the Golden Eagles'
13-game league winning streak
and beat a ranked team for the
first time in four years.

No. 23 Arizona St. 34, Stan-

ford 31: Andrew Walter threw 4
yards to Matt Miller — his fourth
touchdown pass of the night —
with 9 seconds to play to give host
Arizona State (7-2, 4-2 Pac-10) a
wild victory over Stanford (2-4,
4-5).
Cardinal backup quarterback
T.C. Ostrander had given his
team a 31-26 lead with a 67-yard
touchdown pass to Alex Smith
with 2:02 remaining.

But Walter, who was 28-for-43
for 415 yards and broke John El-
way’s Pac-10 record for career
touchdown passes, was 4-for-8 for
79 yards on a 13-play, 80-yard
drive for the winning score.

No. 24 Boston College 21,
Rutgers 10: Paul Peterson
scored on a 1-yard run and threw
for a touchdown to lead the host
Eagles.
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[ College foothall scorehoard
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Cal (9-0) beat oregon State
ZEZD Nexh vs. Anznna S lurda
Oklahoma (9-C No. 22 Texas
A&M 42 -35, Nexl vs Ne raska, Salurdxty
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You know how to
play the game,
but do you know
how to win?

Play the NFL Challenge at
www.stripes.com or
www.oconus.com
for your chance to win cash!

As a BONUS PRIZE, the top winner
each week will receive $100 toward
merchandise at TeamStore.com

TEAMSTORE:

By 1o Conbal Camets Squsdion

m@
MVNFRS

‘Week 10 Pick Deadline:
12noon, U.S. Central Time
Sunday, November 14
Log in every week during the 2004 NFL
Season and make your picks for the
winners of upcoming NFL games. Earm
points for every winning team you pick
and at the end of the season, you may
find yourself the winner. *_Enter the
“secret code” above and DOUBLE
your point total for the week

*Certain rules and restrictions apply. See the
offcial rulesof play at www.oconus.comnfl and
onstripes.com. There s no costto participate,
but you mustregister to play.
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Rir Force
reverses
course

vs. Army

The As
WEST POINT, N.Y. — Air
Force head coach Fisher DeBer-
ry wanted quanerback Adam

ociated Press

Service ST

Fitch, a jun-
ior making his
first ~ career
start, did just
that, running for 115 yards and a
touchdown to lead Air Force to a
31 22 victory over Army on Satur-

academy
roundup

day.

Darnell Stephens added two
TDs for the Falcons (4-5, 2-3
MWC), who amassed 345 yards
rushing and snapped a two-game
losing streak.

Fitch, previously relegated to a
backup role for most of the sea-
son because of an injury, finished
7-for-8 passes for 84 yards.

“Adam Fitch did a good job
today,” DeBerry said. “He was in
control. He did give us a spark.
Our players certainly believe in

im.

“Our football team has bled for
him all year long because they
know how competitive he is. ...
Nobody has ever worked to come
off an injury like he did.”

Carlton Jones ran for 213 yards
and two touchdowns to lead
Army (2-6, 2-4 Conference USA).
Jones, with 1,057 yards this year,
is now the ninth Army running
back to rush for more than 1,000
yards in a season.

e Black Knights have
dropped 15 of the last 16 to Air
Force, including eight straight.
They last beat the Falcons in

6.

“You've got to give Air Force a
lot of credit,” Army coach Bobby
Ross said. “We jumped on them
early and they came back, held
their poise and played very well.”

Air Force still needs to win its
two remaining games to avoid its
first losing season since 1993. It
would be only the second in De-
Berry’s 21 seasons as head coach.

“This is just a step,” Fitch said.
“We are still 4-5 right now ...
we've got to get out there the next
couple weeks and finish strong.”

Tulane 42, Navy 10: At New
Orleans, Lester Ricard complet-
ed 18 of 19 passes for 323 yards
and four touchdowns to help Tu-
lane beat Navy.

Ricard, who completed his last
14 passes, had a school-record
947 completion percent

Two of Ricard’s tuuchdown
passes went to Roydell Williams,
who had six catches for 148
yards.

Navy (7-2) failed in its attempt
to match its best record after nine
games since 1963. That year, the
Midshipmen started 8-1 behind
Heisman Trophy-winning quar-
terback Roger Staubach.
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Fifth-ranked Badgers stay perfect

BY ARNIE STAPLETON
The Associated Press

MADISON, Wis. — The fifth-ranked Wis-
consin Badgers didn’t have to rely on their
stingy defense for a change.

Anthony Davis ran for 124 yards and two
touchdowns, and quarterback John Stocco
threw for a career-high 297 yards and a touch-
down, in the unbeaten Badgers’ 38-14 rout of
archrival Minnesota on Saturday.

Stocco also ran for two touchdowns as the
Badgers, 9-0 for the third time in school histo-
ry, moved into a first-place tie with idle Michi-
gan atop the Big Ten at 6-0.

They celebrated by rushing to the Golden
Gophers’ sideline to retrieve Paul Bunyan’s
Axe, the trophy that goes to the winner in Divi-
sion I's most-played rivalry.

‘Wisconsin, which was averaging 21 points a
game, had that by the end of the first quarter

and scored on its first five possessions to take
a31-0 lead.

Davis scored on two 1-yard runs and set up
Stocco’s 1-yard keeper with a 21-yard scam-
per before he was shoved out of bounds just
shy of the pylon by safety John Pawielski.
Stocco also threw a 17-yard scoring strike to
Jonathan Orr, and Mike Allen kicked a
41-yard field goal.

The Gophers (6-4, 3-4), who lost for the
fourth time in five games, finally got going
when Bryan Cupito led an 80-yard drive that
he capped with a 10-yard touchdown pass to
Ernie Wheelwright that made it 31-7.

By halftime, Stocco, a sophomore and
first-year starter, had completed 14 of 18 pass-
es for 241 yards, 30 more than his career high
of 211 at Purdue last month. He finished
19-for-26.

“Ive never seen him play like that before,”

Davis said. “That was amazing. That just
shows you what he’s capable of doing.”

Wisconsin outgained Minnesota 205 yards
to 31 in the first quarter, never g1vmg the Go-
phers the chance to spring their 1-2 running
punch of Marion Barber IIT and Laurence Ma-
roney. Maroney finished with 57 yards on
eight carries and Barber had 34 yards on
seven runs.

The Gophers entered the game as the Big
Ten’s top-scoring offense (33.3) and owner of
the league’s best rushing offense, averaging
266 yards.

The Badgers countered with the nation’s
toughest scoring defense (8.5) and the sec-
ond-best total defense nationally, yielding
fewer than 240 yards a game.

Defensive end Erasmus James returned
from a high ankle sprain and played on pass-
ing downs only. His presence was felt immedi-
ately when he deflected Cupito’s pass on his
first snap and forced a hurry on his third.

Vols QB Ainge hurt
in 17-13 loss to Irish

BY ELIZABETH A. DAVIS
The Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Tennes-
see lost the second member of its
heralded freshman quarterback
duo, and Notre Dame capitalized
with an interception return for a
touchdown, then held on to win
17-13 Saturday over the No. 9 Vol-
unteers.

Erik Ainge separated his right
shoulder on the final play of the
first half when he recovered his
own fumble and was sacked. He
did not return. His injury came a
week after Brent Schaeffer broke
his collarbone.

Junior Rick Clausen, the young-
er brother of former Tennessee
quarterback Casey Clausen, re-
placed Ainge in the second half
and almost immediately made a
big mistake.

Clausen was being sacked by
Derek Landri when he let the ball
go. Notre Dame’s Mike Goolsby
caught it and returned it 26 yards
for a touchdown and a 14-10 lead.
The Fighting Irish (6-3) never
trailed again.

The Vols (7-2) now have a week
off to regroup and prepare for

C

Notre Dame padded its lead in
the fourth quarter with D.J. Fitz-
patrick’s 39-yard field goal. Then
all the Irish had to do was stop
Tennessee’s hapless offense. The
Vols punted on their next posses-
sion, but got the ball back for a
final chance with 2:12 remaining.

Tennessee had a bad snap that
Clausen had to recover 15 yards
behind the line of scrimmage.
The Vols’ last gasp came on
fourth-and-18 when Clausen’s
pass was incomplete, and the
Notre Dame bench erupted in cel-
ebration.

Brady Quinn was 12-for-23 for
118 yards and a touchdown for
Notre Dame, which only had 216
yards of total offense.

Notre Dame took its first lead,
7-3, in the first quarter on Quinn’s
8-yard touchdown pass to Antho-
ny Fasano, ending a drive that fea-
tured Darius Walker’s 32-yard
run.

Tennessee got back in it in the
second quarter when Ainge
dumped off the ball to Cedric
Houston as he was being pres-
sured. Houston dodged defenders
and beat Notre Dame’s Dwight El-
lick to the end zone for a 56-yard

also-rans Vanderbilt and Ken-
tucky, teams it needs to beat to
win the SEC East division.

Clausen finished 10-for-18 for
120 yards, but the Vols were held
to 58 yards rushing.

Notre Dame tight end Anthony Fansano (88) bobbles the ball but makes
the catch for a touchdown in the first quarter Saturday against Tennes-
see in Knoxville, Tenn. Defending on the play is Jason Allen (18).

Oklahoma
emerges
with win
over A&M

BY RALPH D. RUSSO

The Associated Press

COLLEGE STATION, Texas —
This one was much tougher, but
far sweeter, for Oklahoma.

Jason White threw five touch-
down passes, including the deci-
sive one with 6:43 left, and the sec-
ond-ranked Sooners overcame
Texas A&M’s explosive offense
and special teams trickery for a
42-35 victory Saturday.

Oklahoma handed Texas A&M
a loss for the ages last season —
77-0, the worst in the 108-year his-
tory of Aggies football. But the re-
match was a battle from start to
finish for the Sooners (9-0, 6-0
Big 12).

White, the reigning Heisman
Trophy winner, was 19-for-35 for
292 yards, taking control of the of-
fense as the 22nd-ranked Aggies
swarmed to star freshman run-
ning back Adrian Peterson.

Peterson still managed to run
for 101 yards and a touchdown on
a tough 29 carries, his ninth
straight 100-yard game. He went
to the locker room on Oklahoma’s
go-ahead drive with an apparent
arm injury, but returned to help
the Sooners run the clock down
on their last possession.

“To overcome all that we did
today I think is a positive thing.

People can criticize, which will
happen, we're one of those teams
that gets it when we win,” Soon-
ers coach Bob Stoops said. “All
that we overcame, down here in
this atmosphere and still came
away with the victory, makes me
proud of our players and our
coaches who hung in there and
made the plays in the end that
won the football game.”

The Aggies (6-3, 4-2) finished
the game without their best offen-
sive weapon. Reggie McNeal left
with an apparent injury in the
third quarter after throwing for
213 yards and two touchdowns
and running for a score.

With the Aggies trailing 35-28,
McNeal was relieved by Ty
Branyon. The former walk-on led
Texas A&M on a long drive with
five i but the march

No. 4 Cal saved when Oregon’s Allen drops pass

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

BERKELEY, Calif. — Califor-
nia’s fate was in Keith Allen’s
hands, and the Oregon receiver
dropped the ball.

Geoff McArthur caught eight
passes for 121 yards and two
touchdowns, and fourth-ranked
Cal's defense stopped Oregon
near midfield with 1:39 left when
Allen couldn’t hold the final pass
in the Golden Bears’ 28-27 victory
Saturday that = solidified their
Bowl Championship Series hopes.

Aaron Rodgers passed for 275
yards and three TDs, and J.J. Ar-
rington ran for 188 yards and a

score for the Bears (7-1, 5-1
Pac-10), who barely kept alive
their big postseason dreams with
a strong second half after falling
behind 27-14.

Kellen Clemens threw four
touchdown passes in the first half
for the Ducks (54, 4-2), who
seemed headed for an upset.

But two key mistakes made the
difference: Jared Siegel missed
an extra point in the first quarter,
and Oregon’s final drive ended
when Allen dropped an_easy
fourth-down pass that would have
put the Ducks well within field
goal range.

Cal snapped a seven-game los-

streak against Oregon with
coach Jeff Tedford’s first victory
over the school where he served
as Mike Bellotti’s offensive coordi-
nator for four years.

The Bears faced adversity for
the first time in a month, and it
brought out a gritty second-half
performance. Facing a 27-21 half-
time deficit, Cal made four sus-
tained drives — but thanks to
Tom Schneider’s two missed field
goals and a fumble by freshman
Robert Jordan, the Bears got just
seven points.

“Winning the close games is ev-
erything,” said McArthur, who be-
came Cal’s career leader in recep-
tions. “That one could have gone

cither way, depending on the
ourth quarter. We got a good
break at the end, but if he'd
caught that ball, who knows?”

Cal went ahead on McArthur’s
19-yard TD catch with 13:25 to
play. After Schneider missed a
40-yard field goal with 4:20 left,
Clemens drove Oregon 36 yards
to the Cal 41 — but he threw four
straight incompletions, with the
final pass bouncing off Allen’s
hands and helmet near the 20.

Allen stayed flat on his face for
several moments while the Bears
celebrated.

Tight end Tim Day caught two
of Clemens’ four TD passes, and
Terrence Whitehead ran for 91
yards.

stalled at the Sooners 6.

Already having used a faked
punt to score a touchdown, Ag-
gies coach Dennis Franchione
pulled another fast one on the
Sooners. A&M set up for a field
goal, but holder Chad Schroeder
took the snap, rolled left and
flipped a TD pass to Joey Thomas
to tie the game.

White, Peterson and the Soon-
ers went right to work getting the
lead back. Peterson converted a
third down with a tackle-break-
ing 8-yard run and the Sooners
were aided by a pass interference
call.

On third-and-10 at the Aggies
39, White stepped up and away
from pressure to deliver a strike
down the middle to Mark Brad-
ley, who slipped a tackle at the 15
and went in for a 42-35 lead.
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Clemson tailback Reggie Merriweather (37) scores the winning touchdown in overtime Saturday night in
Miami as he slides past Miami DB Anthony Reddick (26) and LB Leon Williams (44). Clemson won 24-17.

No. 11 Hurricanes’ BCS chances
take another hit in overtime loss

Clemson rallies, hands Miami second straight defeat

BY TIM REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

MIAMI — Reggie Merriweath-
er and the Clemson Tigers proba-
bly aren’t heading to a Bowl
Championship Series game this
season. They might have ensured
Miami isn’t headed to one, either.

Merriweather ran for a ca-
reer-high 114 yards and three sec-
ond-half touchdowns, mcludmg a
2-yard score in overtime Satur-
day night to cap Clemson’s 24-17
comeback victory over No. 11
Miami. The Tigers trailed 17-3 at
halftime, but dominated the sec-
ond half and sent the reeling Hur-
ricanes to a second straight loss.

“He was essential,” quarter-
back Charlie Whitehurst said.

“When we needed a play, we
went to him. He slepped up and
met the challenge.”

Whitehurst completed 21 of 37
passes for 258 yards for Clemson
(54, 4-3 Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence), which has won four
straight for the first time in four
seasons.

Frank Gore had 105 yards and
two touchdowns for Miami,
which also lost on the game’s final
play a week ago at North Caroli-

na.

The loss knocked the Hurri-
canes (6-2, 3-2) out of first place
in the ACC leaving them a game
behind Virginia and Virginia
Tech in the race for the league
title and automatic BCS berth.
Miami visits Virginia next week-
end, and hosts Virginia Tech on
Dec. 4 in the regular-season fina-
le.

“This loss will really test us,”
Hurricanes coach Larry Coker
said. “We haven't lost a lot, and
now we've lost back-to-back
games. Itis extremely disappoint-
ing.”

Clemson needed five plays to
score in the extra session, with
the Tigers benefiting from a
pass-interference penalty against
cornerback Kelly Jennings. That
moved Clemson to the 10, and
Merriweather scored three plays
later to cap the Tigers’ rally from
a17-3 halftime deficit.

On its overtime possession,
Miami moved to the Clemson S,
but three straight mcompletmns
by Brock Berlin sealed the Hurri-
canes’ second straight loss. Ber-
lin's final attempt was intended
for Lance Leggett in the corner of
the end zone, but Clemson’s Tye
Hill had him well-covered and
the ball bounced away.

Miami begged officials to call
pass interference; no flag came.

“If it’s not called, then it's not
pass interference,” Coker said.

Clemson outgained ~Miami
215-104 after halftime, sparking
the comeback.

“In the second half you have to
score points and make plays,”
said Miami quarterback Brock
Berlin, who was 22-for-46 for 245
yards.

The victory marked the first for
the Bowden clan against Coker;
Clemson coach Tommy Bowden
is the son of Florida State coach
Bobby Bowden, who is 0-5
against Coker.

“We just didn’t quit,” Tommy

Bowden said. “We shut them
down in the second half complete-
ly. ... It goes down to kids not quit-
ting and playing hard.”

Miami led 17-3 at halftime and
appeared to be cruising. The Hur-
ricanes allowed Clemson only six
first downs and 156 yards in the
first two quarters, but Clemson
seized momentum quickly after
Miami missed an opportunity to
build a three-touchdown lead.

Devin Hester — who started at
tailback and cornerback, plus
took his usual roles as kickoff re-
turner, punt returner and on the
kick coverage team — dropped
an interception at midfield. Had
he caught what would have been
his second pick of the game, he
would likely have scored; no one
stood between him and the end
zone.

Clemson knew it caught a
break, and quickly capitalized.

Whitehurst connected with
Airese Currie for a 37-yard gain
on the next play. And on the suc-
cessive play, Merriweather burst
past the Miami line, broke two
tackles in the secondary and rum-
bled in for a 27-yard touchdown
that cut Miami’s lead to 17-10.

Following two more stalled
Miami drives, Clemson used a lit-
tle trickery to tie the game.

Facing a fourth-and-2 from the
Miami 9, Bowden went for a fake
field goal and elected to call upon
kicker Jad Dean to run for a first
down. Dean caught a flip from
holder Cole Chason, got to the
Miami 3, and Merriweather
scored on the next play to tie the
game.
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Benson scores 5 TDs
as No. 6 Texas rallies

BY JIM VERTUNO
The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — It must have
sounded like a bad joke.

Thoroughly dominated in the
first half, Texas coach Mack
Brown made a big promise to his
team: They would win.

Only this was no joke and no
false optimism a coach might use
just to get his team back on the
field in a blowout. It was real.

Cedric Benson scored five
touchdowns Saturday night and
No. 6 Texas rallied from a 35-7
first-half deficit to beat No. 19
Oklahoma State 56-35.

The Longhorns trailed 35-14 at
halftime when Brown told the
Longhorns they would score on
their first drive of the third quar-
ter and go on to win. He even pre-
dicted a final score of 42-35.

“Unbelievable,” Brown said.
“After the game I apologlzed for
underestimating them.”

Benson’s fourth TD gave Texas
its first lead at 42-35 early in the
fourth quarter. His last, a 6-yard
bullrush in which he pushed four
defenders across the goal line,
put the exclamation point on the
incredible comeback that kept
the Longhorns’ BCS hopes alive.

“That shows the character of
this team as far as how tough we
are,” said senior linebacker Der-
rick Johnson.

“We never gave up.”

Alittle perspective on just how
big of a rally it was: In 111 years
of playing football, the biggest def-
icit the Longhorns (8-1, 5-1 Big

12) had ever overcome to win was
19 points three seasons ago in a
Holiday Bowl victory over Wash-

ington.

For Oklahoma State (6-3, 3-3),
it should go down as one of the
most stunning losses in a long,
long time, if not ever.

If the Cowboys had managed to
shake off the hangover of their
three-point loss to No. 2 Oklaho-
ma a week earlier, coach Les
Miles isn’t likely to shake the hurt
from this one anytime soon.

“T've never been through one
like that,” Miles said. “There will
be some pain. There’s no way to
have a game like this where you
don’t ache.”

Trailing by four touchdowns in
the first half, the Longhorns
scored TDs on five straight pos-
sessions to take the lead and con-
trol of the game.

Quarterback Vince Young had
a career night with 278 yards on
18-for-21 passing. He started the
rally by running the Longhorns’
hurry-up offense to perfection
late in the second quarter.

Young’s S-yard TD pass to Bo
Scaife with 3 seconds left in the
half trimmed the lead to 35-14
and made the rally possible.

Scaife stretched for the pylon
to get the ball into the end zone.
The touchdown sent the Long-
horns into the locker room think-
ing anything was possible.

“There was a lot of energy in
the locker room,” Benson said.
“Most teams would have laid
down and given up. We fought
back to see what the final score
was.”

Shroud: Beavers fade vs.
Trojans in second half

SHROUD, FROM BACK PAGE

and all but took over in the sec-
ond halfto snap a three-game Ore-
gon State winning streak.

Leinart completed 17 of 31 pass-
es for 205 yards. He was intercept-
ed once.

Derek Anderson was 22-for-51

for 330 yards and two touch-
downs for the Beavers, who could
never get a running game started
and finished with only 34 yards
rushing.
It started well for Oregon State.
Alexis Serna’s first-quarter field
goals from 25 and 33 yards were
sure despite the obvious visual
trouble caused by the fog — and
the chilly 43-degree temperature
at game time.

Joe Newton fumbled a long
pass when he was forced down by
Trojans safety Darnell Bing, but
the ball was scooped up by Hass,
who got it down to the Southern

A play later, Marcel Love
caught Anderson’s 8-yard scoring
pass to make it 13-0 for Oregon
State.

Leinart narrowed it to 13-7 be-
fore halftime with a perfectly
placed 18-yard scoring pass to
Byrd, who was well-covered by
cornerback Brandon Browner.

When Byrd ran a 25-yard scor-
ing pass from Leinart into the end
zone early in the third quarter, he

raised the ball to Southern Cal’s
fan section.

Bush, the sophomore sensation
‘who came into game ranked sixth
in the nation in all-purpose yards,
was virtually untouched on his
punt return that made it 21-13.

He finished with 11 carries for
88 yards and two catches for 6

unbelievable,”
Tve never seen
in the NFL, or

ards.

“The kid is
Anderson said.
anything like i
whatever.”

After White’s touchdown made
it 28-13, Oregon State’s Josh
Hawkins caught a 36-yard scor-
ing pass from Anderson for the
final margin.

The Tojans seem to be getting
used to playing in un-Southern
California weather. Last week
they were pelted by hail before
they beat Washington State 42-12
in Pullman, Wash.

This week it was fog so thick at
times it was hard to see the ball
on pass plays.

“It seems like Mother Nature is
throwing everything at us,” Lein-
art said.

The Trojans were the latest in a
string of ranked teams that Ore-
gon State has faced this season.
The Beavers opened on the road
against then-No. 3 LSU, the de-
fending co-national champion.
They've also faced Boise State, Ar-
izona State and California.
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BOBLRTS, NBA expansion team makes
Magic its first victim, Page 26

Oregon State quarterback Derek Anderson, bottom, holds his head
after he was knocked to the ground by Southern California’s Frostee
Rucker during the fourth quarter Saturday at Reser Stadium in Corval-
lis, Ore. Southern California defeated Oregon State 28-20.

Shroud of
invincibility
Fog, Oregon St. can’t stop
No. 1 Southern California

BY ANNE M. PETERSON
The Associated Press

CORVALLIS, Ore. — Even the
fog couldnt obscure Reggie
Bush’s wily punt return.

Bush was virtually untouched
on the 65-yard scoring return in
top-ranked Southern California’s
28-20 foggy victory over Oregon
State on Saturday night.

“That guy is incredible,” Ore-
gon State wide receiver Mike
Hass said. “You've got to give
him credit on that, he kind of
made it happen all by himself.

“That’s why he’s a Heisman
Trophy candidate and he showed

and LenDale White ran S yards
for another score for the defend-
ing national champion Trojans
(9-0, 6-0 Pac-10).

With just a narrow 14-13 lead,
Bush’s punt return came early in
the fourth quarter.

“We’ve been in this position be-
fore,” Bush said. “There was no
doubt in our minds we were going
to come back in the second half.”

Southern California has won 18
consecutive games overall, 13 in
a row in the Pac-10 and 10
straight on the road.

As fog rolled into Reser Stadi-
um, the Beavers (4-5, 3-3)
jumped out to a surprising 13-0
lead. But the mighty Trojans ad-

Hawaii’s Chang passes Detmer

AP

that tonight.”
Matt Leinart threw two touch-
down passes to Dominique Byrd, SEE SHROUD ON PAGE 31

justed to the adverse conditions

day night in Honolulu. Chang broke Brigham Young’s Ty Detmer’s NCAA career yardage mark of 15,031
yards with a 7-yard touchdown pass to Jason Rivers on Hawaii’s second offensive series. Chang finished
with 285 yards and four TD passes as the Warriors defeated the Bulldogs 34-23. See story on Page 27.

No. 11 Miami

falls to second

straight defeat stays atop Big Ten
Page 31 Page 30

No. 5 Wisconsin
routs Minnesota,

Air Force defeats Haas, Woods High-powered

Army for first win locked in tie in offenses drive

in three games  Tour Championship  Colts, Vikings
Page 29 Page 25 Page 24



